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UNDERSTANDING  THE  TEXT 
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PROJECT  ON  THE  WEB 
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The  text  is  recorded  in  full.  $$ 

These  symbols  indicate  the  beginning  and  end  of  the  extracts 
*  *  linked  to  the  listening  activities. 


About  the  Auth  or 

Robert  Louis  Stevenson  was  born  in  Edinburgh,  Scotland,  on  13 
November  1850.  He  was  not  a  strong  child  and  was  often  ill,  but  he 
liked  the  stories  about  adventures  and  pirates  which  his  father  told 
him. 

In  the  late  1860s,  he  went  to  Edinburgh  University.  At  first  he 
decided  to  study  engineering  because  his  father  was  an  engineer.  But 
Stevenson  soon  understood  that  he  was  not  happy  with  his  choice 
and  decided  to  study  law.  It  was  during  this  time  that  he  became  very 
interested  in  literature  and  he  began  writing  stories.  Many  of  these 
were  published  in  magazines. 

In  1876,  Stevenson  started  travelling  through  Belgium  and  France, 
where  he  met  Fanny  Osbourne.  She  was  American,  eleven  years 
older  than  himself  and  a  mother  of  two  children.  They  fell  in  love 
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immediately,  but  they  did  not  get  married  until  1880.  After  their 
marriage,  they  went  to  live  in  Scotland  with  her  son,  Lloyd. 

One  day  Stevenson  started  telling  Lloyd  a  story  about  pirates.  This 
was  the  beginning  of  one  of  Stevenson’s  most  famous  stories,  Treasure 
Island.  This  exciting  adventure  story  about  pirates  and  treasure  became 
very  popular  with  children  and  adults  all  over  the  world,  and  Stevenson 
became  a  famous  writer.  In  1886,  he  wrote  his  most  famous  novel,  The 
Strange  Case  of  Dr  Jekyll  and  Mr  Hyde.  This  tells  the  story  of  a  doctor 
who  drinks  a  special  potion1  and  develops  a  horrible  new  personality. 
His  other  important  novels  include:  Kidnapped  (1886),  The  Black 
Arrow  (1888)  and  The  Master  of  Ballantrae  (1889). 

In  1888,  Stevenson  was  still  ill  and  he  felt  that  the  cold,  wet,  Scottish 
weather  was  not  good  for  him.  So  the  family  decided  to  travel  to  the 
South  Pacific.  They  spent  two  years  travelling  and  visited  the  islands 
of  Hawaii,  Tahiti,  Samoa  and  many  others.  The  warm  weather  helped 
Stevenson  a  lot,  so  the  family  decided  to  live  in  Samoa.  Stevenson  liked 
Samoa  and  the  people  very  much,  and  they  liked  him,  too.  He  studied 
the  life  and  customs  of  these  people  and  started  writing  numerous  2 
stories  set  on  the  islands.  Some  of  these  stories  were  published  in  a 
collection  called  Island  Nights9  Entertainments  (1893). 

Stevenson  died  in  December  1894  in  his  home  in  Samoa.  He  was  only 
44  years  old.  The  people  of  Samoa  buried  3  him  on  top  of  Mount  Vaea. 

^COMPREHENSION  CHECK 

Are  these  sentences  true  (T)  or  false  (F)?  Correct  the  false  ones. 


T  F 

1  Stevenson  liked  reading  stories  as  a  child. 

2  He  became  an  engineer. 

3  His  wife  was  French. 

4  Treasure  Island  made  Stevenson  famous. 

5  He  left  Scotland  because  he  was  not  well. 

6  His  health  did  not  improve  in  a  warmer  country. 


1.  potion  :  °  3.  buried  :  fi#  ° 

2.  numerous  :  0 
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The  Characters 


Bennet 

Hatch 


Ellis 

Duckworth 


Sir  Oliver 


Joanna  Sedley 


Richard  Shelton 


BEFORE  YOU  READ 

^VOCABULARY 

Do  you  know  these  words?  Write  the  words  from  the  box  under  the 
correct  pictures.  Use  a  dictionary  to  help  you. 


Now  complete  these  sentences  with  the  correct 


words  from  the  box. 


taxes  defend  loyal 


1  Many  years  ago,  people  paid . to  the  King.  Now  we  pay 

them  to  the  government. 

2  The  soldiers’  main  job  was  to . the  castle  from  attackers. 

3  If  you  are . to  someone,  you  always  help  and  support 

them  when  they  need  you. 


❖ 


LISTENING 

Listen  to  the  beginning  of  the  story  and  answer  these  questions. 


1  When  does  this  story  happen? 

2  What’s  true  about  England 
in  this  story? 

3  What’s  true  about  the  villagers? 


A 

□ 

In  the  future. 

B 

□ 

Hundreds  of  years  ago. 

C 

□ 

In  modern  times. 

A 

□ 

People  live  in  peace. 

B 

□ 

There  are  no  jobs. 

C 

□ 

There  is  a  war. 

A 

□ 

They  are  angry. 

B 

□ 

They  are  happy. 

C 

□ 

They  are  confused. 

Now  say  why  you  chose  A,  B  or  C  for  each  question. 
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Letter 


he  bell  of  Moat  House  Castle  at  Tunstall  rang  loudly 
one  spring  afternoon.  The  people  of  the  village 
looked  up  at  the  castle. 

‘What’s  happening?’  asked  one  man. 

‘I  don’t  know,’  said  another.  ‘A  messenger  brought 
a  letter  for  Sir  Oliver  Oates,  the  priest,  half  an  hour  ago.  It  was 
from  Sir  Daniel  Brackley.’ 

‘But  why  is  the  bell  ringing?’  asked  an  old  man. 

Suddenly  a  handsome  1  young  man  appeared  on  his  grey  horse. 

He  was  about  eighteen  years  old  and  had  brown  hair  and  blue 
eyes.  He  had  a  bow  and  arrow  on  his  back.  His  name  was  Richard 
Shelton  and  he  was  Sir  Daniel’s  ward. 2 

Richard  Shelton  looked  at  the  people  around  him  and  said, 
‘There  will  be  a  big  battle  soon!  Sir  Daniel  wants  everyone  to  fight.’ 

‘Another  battle!’  cried  an  angry  woman.  ‘This  is  terrible!  Our 
men  go  and  die  in  battles,  and  their  wives  and  children  are  hungry.’ 

‘We  pay  high  taxes  to  Sir  Daniel  and  we  don’t  have  any  money 
for  food,’  said  a  young  mother  with  three  small  children. 

‘Who  is  Sir  Daniel  fighting  for  today?’  asked  a  tall  man. 
‘Lancaster  or  York?’  ***° 

‘I’m  sorry,  I  don’t  know,’  said  Richard,  and  his  face  became  red. 


CHAPTER  ONE 


1.  handsome  :  (ff§T!51£)  • 

2.  ward  :  - 
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Tke  Black  Ar  row 


Sir  Daniel  Brackley  was  not  a  loyal  man  and  the  people  did  not 
like  him.  He  seemed  to  always  change  his  mind:  1  sometimes  he 
fought  for  Lancaster  and  sometimes  he  fought  for  York. 

A  big  man  on  a  black  horse  appeared.  It  was  Bennet  Hatch,  Sir 
Daniel’s  best  friend.  He  was  about  forty  and  had  dark  hair  and  an 
unfriendly  face. 

’All  of  the  men  in  the  village  must  go  to  Moat  House  Castle 
and  get  ready  for  the  battle!'  Hatch  cried. 

Then  Hatch  looked  at  Bichard  and  said,  ‘Let’s  go  to  Nick 
Appleyard’s  house.’ 

When  they  arrived  Hatch  said,  ‘Nick  Appleyard,  you  must  go 
and  defend  Moat  House  Castle  because  Sir  Daniel  is  going  to 
Kettley  to  fight.’ 

While  the  two  men  were  talking,  a  black  arrow  suddenly  hit 
Nick  Appleyard  in  the  back  and  killed  him. 

‘Oh,  no!'  cried  Richard.  ‘Appleyard  is  dead!  Someone  in  the 
forest  shot  this  black  arrow.’ 

‘Look!  There’s  a  message  on  the  arrow,’  said  Hatch.  ‘What  does 
it  say,  Richard?’ 

Richard  took  the  arrow  and  read,  “‘For  Appleyard,  from  John,  to 
make  things  right.”  What  a  strange  message!’ 

‘It’s  dangerous2  here,  let’s  go  to  the  church,’  said  Hatch. 

There  were  about  twenty  men  on  their  horses  outside  the 
church.  They  were  ready  to  fight. 

Sir  Daniel  will  be  pleased  with  these  brave  men,’  said  Hatch. 

‘Look  at  the  church  door,’  said  Richard.  ‘There’s  a  letter  on  it!’ 

‘A  letter  on  the  church  door,’  said  Sir  Oliver,  surprised.  He 
was  the  priest  of  the  village  and  Sir  Daniel's  good  friend.  ‘Young 
Richard,  please  read  it.’ 

I.  mind  :  °  2.  dangerous  :  0 
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Richard  took  the  letter  off  the  door  and  read  it  aloud. 

1  have  four  black  arrows. 

The  first  arrow  killed  Appleyard, 
the  next  one  will  kill  Bennet  Hatch , 
because  he  burnt  Grimstone  House. 

Another  arrow  is  for  Sir  Oliver  Oatesy 
because  he  killed  Sir  Harr y  Shelton. 

Sir  Daniel  will  get  the  fourth  arrow. 

From  John  of  the  Green  Wood  and  his  men. 

P.S.  Remember  we  have  other  arrows  for  your  men! 

‘We  live  in  a  terrible  world!  Pm  a  good  man.  I  did  not  kill  Sir 
Harry  Shelton!'  cried  Sir  Oliver  Oates. 

‘We  know  you’re  a  good,  honest  man,  Sir  Oliver,’  said  Hatch. 
Then  he  whispered  1  something  in  Sir  Oliver’s  ear  and  looked  at 
Richard.  Sir  Harry  Shelton  was  Richard’s  father.  Richard  saw  this 
hut  he  said  nothing. 

‘I  must  write  a  letter  to  Sir  Daniel  and  tell  him  what  happened,’ 
said  Sir  Oliver. 

When  the  letter  was  ready  he  said,  ‘Richard,  take  this 
important  letter  to  Sir  Daniel  immediately.  2  Be  careful  on  the 
road  because  it  can  be  very  dangerous.’ 

Richard  took  the  letter  and  went  to  get  his  horse. 

Hatch  followed  him.  ‘Richard,’  he  said  quietly,  ‘you’re  a  brave, 
honest  young  man.  Listen  to  me,  be  careful  of  Sir  Daniel.  Don’t 
trust  him  and  don’t  trust  Sir  Oliver.  They’re  dangerous  men.’ 

Richard  was  surprised  and  started  thinking.  ‘Thank  you,  my 
friend,’  he  said.  Then  he  got  on  his  grey  horse  and  galloped  3  away. 

3.  galloped  :  (9«4)  &&  • 


1 .  whispered  :  5  ° 

2.  immediately  :  ^r_h  ° 
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UNDERSTANDING  THE  TEXT 


^COMPREHENSION  CHECK 

Are  these  sentences  ‘Right’  (A)  or  ‘Wrong’  (B)?  If  there  is  not  enough 
information  to  answer  ‘Right’  (A)  or  ‘Wrong’  (B),  choose  ‘Doesn’t  say’ 
(C).  There  is  an  example  at  the  beginning  (0). 

0  The  bell  is  ringing  because  there  will  be  a  big  battle  soon. 

(A)  Right  B  Wrong  C  Doesn’t  say 

1  Richard  likes  Sir  Daniel. 

A  Right  B  Wrong  C  Doesn’t  say 

2  The  people  in  the  village  are  poor  and  unhappy. 

A  Right  B  Wrong  C  Doesn’t  say 

3  The  women  of  the  village  don’t  want  any  more  battles. 

A  Right  B  Wrong  C  Doesn’t  say 

4  Sir  Daniel  fights  for  the  house  of  Lancaster. 

A  Right  B  Wrong  C  Doesn’t  say 

5  Nick  Appleyard  must  go  to  Kettley  to  fight  with  Sir  Daniel. 

A  Right  B  Wrong  C  Doesn’t  say 

6  Bennet  Hatch  kills  Nick  Appleyard. 

A  Right  B  Wrong  C  Doesn’t  say 

7  John  of  the  Green  Wood  is  an  enemy  of  Sir  Daniel  and  his  friends. 

A  Right  B  Wrong  C  Doesn’t  say 

8  Sir  Oliver  Oates  killed  Richard’s  father,  Sir  Harry  Shelton. 

A  Right  B  Wrong  C  Doesn’t  say 

^VOCABULARY 

Find  adjectives  for  people  and  feelings  in  Chapter  One  that 

match  these  descriptions.  The  first  letter  is  already  there. 


1  good-looking,  but  for  a  man 

2  in  a  very  bad  mood 

3  opposite  of  friendly 

4  not  normal 

5  someone  who’s  not  afraid 

6  someone  who  tells  the  truth  is... 

7  bad  things  can  happen  to  you  if  a  person 
or  place  is... 

8  if  something  happens,  but  you  do  not 
expect  it,  you  are 


h 

a 

u 

s 

b 

h 

d 

s 


la 


^CHARACTERS 

Match  the  people  from  the  story  to  the  correct  descriptions. 

1  Q  Sir  Oliver  Oates  5  Q  Nick  Appleyard 

2  Q  Sir  Daniel  Brackley  6  Q  Sir  Harry  Shelton 

3  Q  Richard  Shelton  7  Q  John  of  the  Green  Wood 

4  Q  Bennet  Hatch 

A  Richard’s  dead  father. 

B  A  man  who  fights  for  Sir  Daniel.  Someone  kills  him  with  an  arrow. 
C  A  priest  and  a  friend  of  Sir  Daniel’s. 

D  Sir  Daniel’s  best  friend. 

E  His  father  is  dead  and  Sir  Daniel  takes  care  of  him. 

F  He  is  angry  with  Sir  Daniel  and  his  friends.  He  wants  to  kill  them. 
G  He  takes  care  of  Richard,  but  people  don’t  like  him. 


^  FILL  IN  THE  GAPS 

Here  is  the  letter  that  Sir  Oliver  wrote  to  Sir  Daniel.  Use  the  words  in  the 
box  to  complete  it. 

arrow  battle  bell  Hatch  message  terrible 
three  twenty  villagers  ward 


Tunstall,  6  April  1468 

Dear  5ir  Daniel, 

I  send  you  this  letter  with  Richard,  your  (1) . Things  are  not 

good  here  in  Tunstall.  We  rang  the  castle  (2) . and  sent  a 

messenger  to  tell  the  men  about  the  (3) .  in  Kettley.  3ut  the 


(4) . are  not  happy.  The  women  are  angry  because  they  lose 

their  husbands  in  the  war.  Only  (5) .  brave  men  from  the  village 

will  come  to  fight  with  you.  I  have  more  bad  news. 

A  (6) . thing  happened  today.  Nick  Appleyard  was  killed  with  a 

black  (7) . There  was  a  (8) . on  the  arrow.  It  said,  ‘From 

John’.  Yes,  my  Lord,  John  of  the  Green  Wood  killed  Nick.  He  says  he 

has  (9) .  more  arrow s.  One  for  (10) . .  one  for  me  and  one 

for  you. 

3e  careful,  5ir  Daniel.  These  are  dangerous  times! 

Yours, 

Sir  Oliver 
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BEFORE  YOU  READ 


^  VOCABULARY 

Fill  in  the  gaps  in  the  paragraph  below  with  words  from  the  box. 

get  happy  good  money  wife 

marry  husband  marriage 

When  two  people  (1) . they  become  husband  and 

(2) . Another  way  of  saying  ‘to  marry’  is  ‘to  (3) . 

married’.  When  two  people  get  married,  there  is  usually  a  special  event, 

called  a  wedding.  The  word  (4)  ‘ . ’  means  the  relationship 

between  (5) . and  wife.  Now,  when  we  talk  about  ‘a 

(6) . marriage’  we  mean  that  two  people  are  (7) . 

together,  but  in  the  past,  when  people  talked  about  ‘a  good  marriage’, 

they  often  meant  it  was  good  business:  (8) . was  often  more 

important  than  love. 


^READING  PICTURES 

Look  at  the  picture  on  page  23.  It  shows  the  inside  of  an  inn,  a  place 
where  you  can  eat  and  drink  and  also  stay  the  night. 


1 


2 


40»  3 


Look  at  the  man  sitting  opposite  Richard. 

-  How  old  do  you  think  he  is? 

-  Think  of  some  adjectives  to  describe  his  physical  appearance.  If 
necessary,  use  a  dictionary  or  ask  your  teacher. 

-  Do  you  think  he  is  a  good  character  or  a  bad  character?  Why? 
Look  at  the  person  behind  Richard. 

-  Do  you  think  it  is  a  boy  or  a  girl? 

-  Does  the  man  sitting  opposite  Richard  know  that  this  person  is 
there? 

The  person  behind  Richard  is  whispering  (speaking  very  quietly)  to 
Richard.  What  do  you  think  he/she  is  whispering?  Make  a  guess,  and 
then  read  and/or  listen  to  Chapter  Two  and  find  out! 

A  He/she  is  asking  for  something  to  eat  and  drink. 

B  He/she  is  asking  for  directions  to  go  somewhere. 

C  He/she  is  telling  Richard  the  best  things  to  eat. 

D  He/she  wants  to  know  if  he/she  can  leave  with  Richard. 

E  He/she  is  trying  to  sell  something  to  Richard. 
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I  John  Matcham 


ir  Daniel  Brackley  sat  next  to  the  fire  at  the  Sign  of 
the  Sun  Inn  1  in  Kettley.  He  was  a  tall  man  of  about 
forty.  He  was  bald  2  and  had  a  big  nose  and  black  eyes. 
He  collected  taxes  all  day  and  now  he  was  thinking 
about  how  he  could  make  more  money.  Sir  Daniel  was 
a  very  greedy  H  man  and  did  many  bad  things. 

A  thin  young  boy  was  sitting  near  the  door  of  the  inn.  He  was 
very  sad. 

‘Come  here,  John/  said  Sir  Daniel.  The  young  boy  was  about 
thirteen,  and  had  blond  hair  and  blue  eyes.  He  was  wearing  dirty, 
old  clothes  and  a  big  brown  hat. 

Sir  Daniel  looked  at  him  and  laughed ,  You  make  me  laugh ,  John V 

‘Don’t  laugh  at  me!’  said  John  angrily.  ‘I  don’t  like  it.’ 

Oh,  let  me  laugh!  said  Sir  Daniel.  Til  plan  a  good  marriage  for 
you  -  you  JJ  see. ' 

And  1  II  make  a  lot  of  money  with  this  marriage/  thought  Sir 
Daniel.  ‘Lord  Shoreby  will  pay  me  well../ 


HAPTER  TWO 


The  young  boy  went  to  sit  down  again. 

Some  time  later  Richard  came  into  the  inn. 

Richard,  my  brave  boy!’  said  Sir  Daniel.  ‘Sit  down  and  eat.  You’re 
probably  hungry  and  thirsty.’ 


1.  inn  :  4'#*  >  •  3.  greedy  ;  • 

2.  bald  :  36W  . 
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‘Here’s  an  important  letter  from  Sir  Oliver,’  said  Richard,  giving 
him  the  letter. 

Sir  Daniel  read  it  and  he  was  worried. 

‘Richard,  the  letter  on  the  church  door  is  a  lie!’  1  said  Sir 
Daniel.  ‘Sir  Oliver  did  not  kill  your  poor  father.  Ellis  Duckworth 
killed  your  father,  but  he  escaped  2  and  we  never  found  him.’ 

‘Did  this  happen  at  Moat  House  Castle?’  asked  Richard,  looking 
into  Sir  Daniel’s  eyes. 

‘It  happened  between  Moat  House  and  Holywood,’  answered 
Sir  Daniel.  ‘But  now  sit  down  and  eat.  I  must  answer  Sir  Oliver’s 
letter  and  then  you  can  take  it  back  to  him  in  Tunstall.’ 

While  Richard  was  eating,  he  heard  a  soft  voice  near  his  ear. 

‘Please  don’t  turn  around, 3  but  tell  me  the  way  to  Holywood.’ 

Take  the  road  by  the  old  church,’  Richard  whispered.  He  did 
not  turn  around  but  he  saw  the  boy  leave  the  inn  quietly. 

‘Take  this  message  to  Tunstall  immediately,’  said  Sir  Daniel  to 
Richard.  Then  he  looked  around  the  inn  and  said,  ‘Where  is  that 
girl  —  that  boy,  John?’ 

‘He  left  the  inn  about  an  hour  ago,’  said  Richard. 

‘I  must  find  him!’  cried  Sir  Daniel.  He  turned  to  one  of  his  men 
and  said,  ‘James,  take  six  men  and  go  and  find  that  boy!’ 

Richard  left  the  inn  with  the  message.  He  rode  his  horse  all  night 
and  early  the  next  morning  he  was  near  a  marsh. 4  In  the  marsh  he 
saw  a  young  boy  on  his  horse,  but  the  horse  was  not  moving. 

‘You’re  the  boy  from  the  inn,’  said  Richard,  i  saw  you  last  night.’ 

‘Yes,  I  am,’  he  said.  ‘I’m  lost  and  my  horse  hurt  his  leg  in  the 
marsh.  Now  he  can’t  move.’ 

1.  lie  :  $tW  °  3.  turn  around  :  0 

2.  escaped  :  °  4.  marsh  :  ° 


eMO 
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‘The  poor  horse!’  said  Richard.  ‘I’m  sorry,  but  I  must  kill  it.  Please 


get  off/  When  the  boy  got  off,  he  killed  the  horse. 

‘Can  you  help  me  go  to  Holywood,  Master  Shelton?’  asked  the  boy. 

‘Yes,  I  can,’  said  Richard,  ‘but  who  are  you?’ 

‘Call  me  John  Matcham,’  said  the  boy. 

‘Why  do  you  want  to  go  to  Holywood,  John?’  asked  Richard. 

‘There’s  a  kind  friar  1  at  Holywood  and  he’ll  protect  me,’  said  John. 

‘Protect  you?’  asked  Richard. 

‘Yes,  he’ll  protect  me  from  Sir  Daniel  Brackley,’  said  the  boy. 
‘He’s  a  very  bad  man.  He  took  me  from  my  home  and  gave  me 
these  dirty  clothes  to  wear.’ 

‘But  I  know  Sir  Daniel,’  said  Richard.  ‘He’s  not  an  evil 2  man.’ 

‘He’s  evil  and  greedy,  3  believe  me,’  said  the  boy.  ‘One  day  you’ll 
understand  why.’  He  was  silent  for  a  moment  and  then  said,  ‘I 
heard  that  you  are  going  to  get  married  soon.’ 

‘What?’  said  Richard  laughing.  ‘And  who  am  I  going  to  marry?’ 

‘Joanna  Sedley,’  said  the  boy.  ‘Sir  Daniel  planned  the  marriage.’ 

‘Oh!’  said  Richard  and  his  face  became  red.  ‘But  I  don’t  know 


her.’ 


Suddenly  they  heard  a  noise  and  saw  Sir  Daniel’s  seven  men  on 


the  hill. 


‘Sir  Daniel’s  men!’  cried  the  boy.  ‘They’re  looking  for  me.’ 

‘Don’t  worry,  I’ll  take  you  to  Holywood.  I  promise!’4  said 


Richard.  ‘Get  on  my  horse  quickly.’ 

John  smiled  at  his  new  friend  and  together  they  galloped  into 


the  dark  forest. 


2.  evil  :  ® 


1.  friar:  iRj^f 


i 


3.  greedy  :  ° 

4.  promise  :  0 
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UNDERSTANDING  THE  TEXT 

^COMPREHENSION  CHECK 

Choose  the  correct  answer,  A,  B  or  C.  There  is  an  example  at  the 
beginning  (0). 

0  Sir  Daniel  spends  his  time 

A  \7\  collecting  money  from  villagers. 

B  Q  fighting  battles. 

C  O  drinking  beer  at  the  Sign  of  the  Sun  Inn. 

1  Sir  Daniel  is  planning  a  good  marriage  for  John  because 
A  []  it  will  make  John  happy. 

B  □  he  will  make  a  lot  of  money  with  it. 

C  O  John  is  his  only  son. 

2  Richard  came  to  Kettley  because 

A  []  he  had  a  letter  to  give  to  Sir  Daniel. 

B  □  he  wanted  to  meet  John. 

C  □  he  wanted  to  fight  in  the  battle  there. 

3  When  Richard’s  father  died,  Ellis  Duckworth 
A  Q  went  to  prison. 

B  Q  was  killed. 

C  Q  ran  away. 

4  John  runs  away  to  Holywood  because 
A  Q  Sir  Daniel  has  a  castle  there. 

B  □  it  is  safe  there. 

C  O  Richard  is  going  there. 

5  Sir  Daniel  is  planning  a  marriage  for 
A  O  John  only. 

B  Q  John  and  Richard. 

C  Q  Richard  only. 

^CHARACTERS 

Read  Chapter  Two  again.  Which  adjectives  from  the  box  best 

describe  John  Matcham,  Sir  Daniel  Brackley  and  Richard  Shelton? 

bald  brave  evil  greedy  hungry  kind 
sad  thin  thirsty  worried  young 

John  Matcham  :  . 

Sir  Daniel  Brackley  : . 

Richard  Shelton  :  . 
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^GEOGRAPHY 

The  map  shows  places  mentioned  in  Chapters  One  and  Two.  Match  the 
letters  from  the  map  with  the  descriptions  of  each  place. 

1  Q  Where  John’s  horse  got  stuck 

2  Q  Where  Sir  Daniel  is  now 

3  Q  Where  Sir  Oliver  found  the  letter 

4  Q  Where  Nick  was  killed 

5  Q  Where  Richard’s  father  was  killed 

6  [_]  Where  John  wants  to  go  to  be  safe 


Appleyard’s  House 


^  PREPOSITIONS 

Complete  this  summary  of  Chapter  Two  with  prepositions  from  the  box. 
about  on  for  from  from  in  to  with 


Richard  goes  (1) . his  horse  to  Kettley.  He  has  a  letter  (2) . Sir 

Daniel.  The  letter  has  bad  news  and  Sir  Daniel  is  worried  (3) . what 

will  happen. 

At  Kettley,  Richard  meets  John  Matcham.  Sir  Daniel  took  John  (4) . 

his  home  and  is  planning  a  marriage  for  him.  John  is  sad,  and  escapes 

(5) . Sir  Daniel.  He  wants  to  go  (6) . Holywood,  where  a  kind 

friar  will  protect  him.  John’s  horse  gets  stuck  (7) . a  marsh,  but 

Richard  finds  him  and  promises  to  go  (8) . him  to  Holywood. 


27 


BEFORE  YOU  READ 


^VOCABULARY 

Match  the  first  sentences  (1-4)  to  those  with  a  similar  meaning  (A-D). 

1  O  For  many  years  people  from  the  same  country  fought  with 

each  other. 

2  Q  He  will  be  the  next  king. 

3  Q  She  will  look  after  the  children  because  their  parents  died. 

4  Q  This  is  the  chair  where  the  kings  and  queens  sit. 

A  He’s  the  heir  to  the  throne. 

B  The  children  will  be  under  her  guardianship. 

C  There  was  a  civil  war  for  many  years. 

D  This  is  the  throne. 

^LISTENING 

^  Listen  to  the  first  part  of  the  Wars  of  the  Roses  dossier  and 
complete  the  fact  file. 


The  Wars  of  the  Roses 

When  did  it  happen? 

Between  (1) . and 

(2) . 

Who  fought? 

The  (3) . family  and 

the  (4) . family 

Why  did  they  fight? 

Because  both  wanted  to  be 
(5) . 

What  were  the  family  symbols? 

A  (6) . and  a 

(7)  . 

2« 


The  Lancastrian  red  rose. 


The  Wars  of  the  Roses 


of  King  Edward  III  (1327-77)  and 
both  wanted  to  be  king  of  England, 

In  1455  the  king  of  England 
was  Henry  VI,  a  member  of  the 
Lancaster  family.  But  the  leader 
of  the  York  family,  John,  Duke  of 
York,  also  wanted  to  be  king. 

The  first  battle  was  in  1455  at 
St  Albans,  just  north  of  London. 
The  Yorkists  won  but  Henry 
VI  was  still  king.  Three  years 
passed  before  the  next  battle, 
but  between  1459  and  1461 
there  were  eight  more  battles. 
The  Yorkists  won  five  of  these, 


1  There  was  civil  1  war  in  England 
from  1455  to  1485.  This  was 
because  of  an  argument  2 
between  the  families  of  York  and 
Lancaster. 

Each  noble  family  at  this  time 
had  a  picture  of  an  object  which 
they  used  as  a  special  symbol  3 
of  their  family.  The  Lancastrians 
had  a  red  rose  and  the  Yorkists 
had  a  white  rose.  This  gave  the 
name  to  the  Wars  of  the  Roses. 

Both  the  Yorkists  and  the 
Lancastrians  were  descendants  4 


lakfiluois 


Viiiioi? 


1 .  civil  :  ° 

2.  argument  :  • 


3.  symbol  :  foM  ° 

4.  descendants  :  ° 


■ 


and  finally,  in  1461,  there  was  a  Yorkist  king  for  the  first  time, 
Edward  IV  (1461-70,  1471-83). 

After  Edward  IV’s  death  in  1483,  the  heir  1  to  the  throne  2  was  the 
eldest  son,  Edward  V,  but  he  was  still  a  child  at  this  time.  Edward 
IV  s  brother,  the  Duke  of  Gloucester,  was  the  guardian  *  of  both  the 
boy  and  his  younger  brother.  The  Duke  also  wanted  to  be  king,  so 


The  Princes  Edward  and  Richard  in  the  Tower  (1878) 
by  Sir  John  Everett  Millais. 


1.  heir  :  M&A  °  3.  guardian  :  A  ° 

2.  throne  :  ° 
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Double  portrait  of  Elizabeth  of  York  and  Henry  VII  holding  the  white 
rose  of  York  and  the  red  rose  of  Lancaster  f  rom  ‘  Memoirs  of  the 
Court  of  Queen  Elizabeth "  (1825). 


he  decided  to  put  the  boys  in  prison  in  the  Tower  of  London.  People 
believe  that  they  were  killed  soon  after  their  arrival  and  the  Duke 
became  King  Richard  III. 

There  were  seventeen  battles  during  the  thirty  years  of  war.  These 
happened  all  over  England:  in  the  north,  south,  east  and  west.  On  22 
August  1485  Henry  Tudor,  a  descendant  of  the  house  of  Lancaster, 
won  the  final  battle.  Richard  III,  the  last  York  king,  was  killed. 
Henry  Tudor  then  became  King  Henry  VII.  A  year  later  he  married 
Elizabeth  of  York  and  the  Lancaster  and  York  families  were  joined 
together.  To  show  this  the  white  rose  of  York  and  the  red  rose  of 
Lancaster  became  one  red  and  white  rose.  This  was  called  the  Tudor 
Rose  as  was  the  symbol  of  the  Tudors,  a  new  line  1  of  English  kings 
and  queens. 
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1 .  line  :  %%  ° 


^COMPREHENSION  CHECK 
Match  the  dates  with  the  events. 

1  Q]  Edward  III  dies. 

2  Q  Edward  IV  becomes  king  for  the  second  time. 

3  Q  Duke  of  Gloucester  puts  Edward  IV’s  sons  in  prison. 

4  Q  Henry  VII  marries  Elizabeth  of  York. 

5  Q  House  of  York  and  House  of  Lancaster  start  fighting. 

6  Q  Last  battle  of  the  Wars  of  the  Roses. 

A  1 377  B  1 455  Cl  471  D  1 483  E  1 485  FI  486 


PROJECT  ON  THE  WEB 


Connect  to  the  Internet  and  go  to  www.blackcat-cideb.com  or  www. 
cideb.it.  Insert  the  title  or  part  of  the  title  of  the  book  into  our  search 
engine.  Open  the  page  for  The  Black  Arrow.  Click  on  the  Internet 
project  link. 

The  Black  Arrow  was  an  important  two-part  TV  serial  in  1951 . 

Find  out  more  about  children's  TV  programmes  of  the  1950s. 

Work  with  a  friend  and  choose  two  programmes  that  interest  you. 
Answer  the  following  questions: 

►  What  is  the  programme  about? 

►  Who  is  the  main  character? 

►  Do  you  like  him  or  her?  Why? 


Felix  Hie 


Felix  the  Cat’ 

In  February  1956  ITV  began  to  use  some  old  Felix  cartoons  in  a  short  series. 
The  cat  had  been  created  by  Otto  Mesmer  and  developed  by  Pat  Sullivan  after 
Paramount  had  been  interested  enough  in  the  original  artwork  to  Sign  him  up  for 
the  Paramount  Screen  Magazine.  The  first  moving  cartoon  was  made  in  1919  and 

ical  Mews,  Felix  was  officially 
ilarity  grew  even  greater  in 
:  to  survive  the  transition  to 
ially  due  to  the  absence  of  a 
motion  of  punctuation  marks. 

Was  first  presented  on  ITV  in  February  1958.  The  on-off  love  affair  of  Popeve  , 

and  Olive  Robm  Hood  (1953)  -  was  a  30-minute  serial  in  six  parts  written  by  Max  Kester  and 
munchir  based  on  the  traditional  medieval  story.  Patrick  Troughton  (right)  starred  as  Robin,  *1  j| 

cpeye  irritati  with  Kenneth  Mackintosh  as  Little  John.  Wensley  Pithey  as  Friar  Tuck,  and  David  P*  .  '^1 

_ series.  Kossoff  as  the  Sheriff  of  Nottingham.  The  serial  was  produced  by  Joy  Horington 

V  ..  Bio  k  Arrow  Robert  l.  Stevenson's  1888  medieval  melodrama  concerning  action 
and  adventure  during  the  Wars  of  the  Roses  was  presented  as  a  two  part  (40  mins  each)  ^ 

serial  in  1951  The  cast  included  (I.  to  r.)  Dennis  Clinton,  John  Gar  ley,  Powys  Thomas,  Keith  M  ^ 

Michell  and  Derek  Godfrey;  Denis  Quilley  (as  Richard  Shelton)  and  Tarn  Bassett  (as  *>(  **  ,  f 

Joanna  Sedley)  also  appeared.  Original  music  by  Henry  Boyes.  "  • 


The  Adventures  of  Sherlock  Holmes’  (1954-55)  starred  Ronald  ES 
Howard  as  Sherlock  Holmes.  H.  Marion  Crawford  as  Dr  John  Watson  Em  „ 


and  Archie  Duncan  as  Inspector  Les  trade. 


32 


I 


BEFORE  YOU  READ 

^VOCABULARY  -  A  CASTLE 

Look  at  the  picture  of  the  castle  and  use  the  words  from  the  box  to 
label  it  correctly. 

1  Q  moat  2  Q  tower  3  Q  drawbridge 

4  Q  stone  wall  5  Q  portcullis 


I 
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READING  PICTURES 

Look  at  the  picture  on  page  37.  Work  with  a  friend  and  take  turns 
asking  and  answering  these  questions. 

•  Who  is  in  the  picture? 

•  Where  are  they? 

•  What  are  they  doing? 

•  What’s  going  to  happen  next? 

LISTENING 

Listen  to  the  conversation  and  answer  the  questions. 

1  Who  is  speaking?  . . 

2  What  are  they  doing?  . . 

3  Where  did  Lawless  get  the  eggs?  . . . 


4  What  does  Lawless  say  about  the  Band  of  the  Black  Arrow? 


5  What  does  Lawless  hear?  . 

6  Who  do  they  think  it  is?  . 

VOCABULARY 

Use  the  words  in  the  box  to  complete  these  questions. 

attack  enemy  truth  leader  escape 

1  Who  is  the . of  the  Band  of  the  Black  Arrow? 

2  Who  is  Sir  Daniel’s  worst . ? 

3  Who  wants  to . Sir  Daniel’s  men? 

4  Who  wants  to . from  Sir  Daniel’s  men? 

5  Who  wants  to  know  the . about  his  father? 

Now  read  Chapter  Three  and  answer  the  questions  in  exercise  4. 
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ichard  and  John  rode  through  the  dark  forest  of  ® 
Tunstall,  where  the  tall  trees  moved  in  the  wind. 
They  stopped  when  they  found  a  big,  burnt 2  house. 

‘This  house  looks  like  Grimstone,'  said  Richard. 

‘Grimstone?’  asked  John.  ‘What’s  that?’ 

‘It  was  Ellis  Duckworth’s  house  until  Bennet  Hatch  burnt  it 
down  five  years  ago.  It  was  a  very  beautiful  house  before  the  fire.’ 

Behind  the  house  they  saw  some  men  sitting  around  a  fire. 

They  were  wearing  old,  dark  clothes  and  each  man  had  a  bow  and 
arrow.  They  were  eating  and  talking  like  old  friends,  and  some 
were  laughing. 

Suddenly  a  man  up  a  tall  tree  cried,  i  see  seven  of  Sir  Daniel’s 
men  coming  here!’ 

‘Is  Sir  Daniel  with  them?’  asked  a  handsome  man. 

‘No,  I  can’t  see  him,’  answered  the  man  on  the  tall  tree. 

Lets  attack  them!  cried  the  handsome  man.  ‘Go  to  your  places 
quickly!' 


1 .  Moat  :  ° 


2.  burnt  :  ° 
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The  Black  Arrow 


'I  must  go  and  tell  Sir  Daniel's  men  about  the  attack,’  said 
Richard  to  John. 

‘But  why?’  asked  John,  surprised.  They’re  looking  for  me!  You 
promised  to  take  me  to  Holywood.  You  can’t  leave  me  now!’ 

‘You’re  right,  John,’  said  Richard.  4 I'll  take  you  to  Holywood.’ 

Richard  remembered  his  promise.  The  men  in  the  forest  took 
their  bows  and  arrows  and  ran  to  their  places.  They  started 
attacking  Sir  Daniel’s  men. 

When  the  attack  was  over  one  of  the  men  in  the  forest  saw 
Richard  and  wanted  to  kill  him. 

‘No,  don’t!’  cried  the  handsome  man.  It  was  Ellis  Duckworth, 
the  leader  of  the  Band  of  the  Black  Arrow.  ‘This  boy  is  Harry’s 
son.  We  mustn’t  hurt  him.  Bring  him  to  me  immediately!  I  want  to 
talk  to  him.’ 

Richard  heard  him  and  said,  ‘Oh,  no!  Let’s  run  away  from  here, 
John!  Quickly!' 

The  two  boys  ran  to  the  top  of  a  hill  and  two  men  followed 
them.  John  was  tired  but  he  continued  running.  They  soon 
reached  another  forest  and  Richard  said,  ‘No  one  is  following  us 
now  —  we’re  safe.’ 

‘I  can’t  walk  or  run  anymore,’  said  John,  i’m  very  tired.’ 

‘Tired?’  said  Richard.  ‘What  kind  of  a  boy  are  you?’ 

John  looked  at  him  and  started  crying. 

‘Oh,  please  don’t  cry,’  said  Richard  smiling.  ‘Look,  there’s  a 
river.  Let’s  go  and  drink  some  cold  water.’ 

Later,  when  it  was  dark,  they  fell  asleep  under  a  tree. 

The  next  morning  they  woke  up  and  were  hungry.  But  they  had 
nothing  to  eat. 

Suddenly  they  heard  a  noise  coming  from  the  forest.  They  saw 
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a  friar  walking  towards  them.  His  head  was  covered  with  a  big 
hood.  1  He  stopped  near  them  and  took  off  his  hood. 

‘Sir  Daniel!’  cried  Richard.  ‘This  is  a  surprise!  What  are  you 
doing  here?  And  why  are  you  dressed  like  a  friar?’ 

‘Richard,’  said  Sir  Daniel,  ‘we  lost  the  battle  against  York.  It  was 
a  terrible  battle  and  most  of  my  men  were  killed.  1  am  wearing 
friar’s  clothes  so  1  can  escape.  Now  I’m  going  home  to  Moat 
House  Castle.’ 

Sir  Daniel  gave  them  both  some  bread  and  cheese.  Richard  and 
John  ate  quickly  because  they  were  very  hungry. 

‘I’m  surprised  to  see  you  two  boys  together,’  said  Sir  Daniel. 
‘But  now  you’re  both  coming  with  me,  do  you  understand?’ 

‘Very  well,  Sir  Daniel,’  said  Richard. 

‘Yes,  sir,’  said  John  quietly. 

Richard  and  John  followed  Sir  Daniel  and  they  soon  arrived  at 
the  castle.  Before  going  in  John  said,  ‘Well,  Richard,  now  we  must 
say  goodbye.’ 

‘But  why?’  said  Richard.  ‘We’re  both  going  to  Moat  House 
Castle.  We’re  good  friends  and  we  can  see  each  other  all  the 
time.’ 

‘You  won’t  see  me  anymore,’  said  John  sadly.  ‘And  1  can’t  explain 
why.  I  must  do  what  Sir  Daniel  says.  But  remember,  Richard,  be 
careful  of  Sir  Daniel.’ 

Richard  did  not  like  this  mystery  2  and  wanted  to  know  more. 
‘Goodbye,  my  young  friend,’  said  Richard  sadly. 

Moat  House  Castle  was  a  stone  castle  with  a  drawbridge,  a 
moat  and  four  tall  towers.  There  were  now  only  twenty-two  men 


1 .  hood  :  ° 


2.  mystery  :  jj|  >  ° 
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in  the  castle  because  a  lot  of  them  were  killed  during  the  last 
battle  against  York.  These  men  were  afraid  of  the  Band  of  the 
Black  Arrow  because  the  band  lived  in  the  forest  near  the  castle. 

Richard  went  to  his  bedroom  and  closed  the  door.  It  was  a  big, 
cold  room  near  the  top  of  the  castle.  He  did  not  have  many  things 
inside,  just  a  large  bed,  a  table  and  chair.  Richard  liked  the  room 
because  it  was  somewhere  he  could  stay  on  his  own  and  think. 
Now  he  went  to  sit  on  the  bed  so  he  could  think  about  all  the 
recent 1  events. 

‘What’s  happening  at  Moat  House  Castle?’  he  thought.  ‘Why 
can’t  I  see  my  friend  John  Matcham  anymore?  Why  is  everyone 
telling  me  to  be  careful  of  Sir  Daniel?  Who  is  Joanna  Sedley? 
How  can  I  marry  her  if  I  don’t  know  her?’ 

Richard  was  very  confused  and  looked  out  of  the  small  window 
in  his  room.  He  could  see  the  big  forest  and  he  started  thinking 
about  the  letter  from  John  of  the  Green  Wood. 

‘The  letter  says  Sir  Oliver  killed  my  father,’  he  thought.  ‘But 
Sir  Daniel  says  the  letter  is  not  true.  He  says  Ellis  Duckworth 
killed  him.  Did  Ellis  Duckworth  really  kill  him?  I  don’t  believe 
Sir  Daniel  because  I  think  he’s  hiding  2  something  from  me.  But 
what?  I  want  to  know  the  truth.  1  must  know  the  truth  and  only 
Sir  Daniel  can  answer  my  questions!’ 


1 .  recent  :  ° 


2.  hiding  :  ° 
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UNDERSTANDING  THE  TEXT 


^COMPREHENSION  CHECK 

When  did  these  things  happen?  Put  the  events  on  the  correct  part  of 
the  time  arrow.  The  first  one  is  done  for  you. 

the  past  ^ 

[  1  [F]  [  ]  [  1  [  ]  [  ]  [  ] 

A  Ellis  Duckworth’s  men  attack  Sir  Daniel’s  men. 

B  Richard  and  John  escape  and  sleep  in  the  forest. 

C  Sir  Daniel  takes  Richard  and  John  back  to  Moat  House  Castle. 

D  Richard  and  John  meet  Sir  Daniel. 

E  Sir  Daniel  loses  the  battle  at  Kettley. 

F  Richard  and  John  find  Ellis  Duckworth  and  his  band. 

G  Ellis  Duckworth’s  house  is  burnt  down. 

^COMPREHENSION  CHECK 

Are  these  sentences  ‘Right’  (A)  or  ‘Wrong’  (B)?  If  there  is  not  enough 
information  to  answer  ‘Right’  (A)  or  ‘Wrong’  (B),  choose  ‘Doesn’t  say’ 
(C).  There  is  an  example  at  the  beginning  (0). 

0  Bennet  Hatch  burnt  down  Ellis  Duckworth’s  house. 

®  Right  B  Wrong  C  Doesn’t  say 

1  The  men  behind  the  house  are  brothers. 

A  Right  B  Wrong  C  Doesn’t  say 

2  Richard  wants  to  help  the  men. 

A  Right  B  Wrong  C  Doesn’t  say 

3  Richard  decides  to  take  John  to  Holywood. 

A  Right  B  Wrong  C  Doesn’t  say 

4  Ellis  recognises  Richard. 

A  Right  B  Wrong  C  Doesn’t  say 

5  John  can’t  walk  because  he  has  a  broken  leg. 

A  Right  B  Wrong  C  Doesn’t  say 

6  Sir  Daniel  was  hurt  during  the  battle  at  Kettley. 

A  Right  B  Wrong  C  Doesn’t  say 

7  Richard  and  John  will  share  a  room  in  Moat  House  Castle. 

A  Right  B  Wrong  C  Doesn’t  say 

8  Richard  doesn’t  trust  Sir  Daniel. 

A  Right  B  Wrong  C  Doesn’t  say 
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^  CONVERSATION 

What  does  Richard  say  to  Sir  Daniel?  Complete  the  conversation. 
Choose  the  right  answers  (A-H)  to  the  questions  (1-5).  There  are  more 
answers  than  you  need.  There  is  an  example  at  the  beginning  (0). 

0  Where  did  you  find  John? 

1  Where  did  you  go  then?  . 

2  Who  was  there?  . 

3  Was  he  alone?  . 

4  What  happened  while  you  were  there?  . 

5  Then  what  did  you  do?  . 

A  No.  He  was  with  his  men. 

B  Yes,  it  was. 

C  Some  of  your  men  came,  and  there  was  a  fight. 

D  We  ran  away  from  Duckworth’s  house  and  then  you  found  us. 

E  I  found  him  at  the  marsh,  near  the  old  church. 

F  No,  we  didn’t  go. 

G  We  went  through  the  forest  until  we  came  to  Ellis  Duckworth’s  house. 
H  Ellis  Duckworth. 

^ARTICLES 

Complete  the  paragraph  with  a,  an  or  the  or  *_*  if  no  word  is  necessary. 

Richard  and  John  rode  through  (1) . forest.  They  found  (2) . 

house.  The  house  was  burnt  down  and  Richard  said  it  was  (3) . 

Ellis  Duckworth’s  house.  They  saw  (4) . group  of  men  behind 

(5) .  house.  They  were  sitting  around  (6) . fire.  It  was 

(7) .  Band  of  the  Black  Arrow. 

A  man  up  in  (8)  . . oak  tree  told  (9) . others  that  (10) . 

group  of  Sir  Daniel’s  men  were  coming.  Every  man  took  (11) . 

arrow  and  hid.  They  got  ready  to  make  (12) . attack  on  Sir  Daniel’s 

men.  Who  should  Richard  help  -  Sir  Daniel’s  men  or  John?  It  was 
(13) . difficult  decision. 

When  Richard  heard  (14) . man  say  his  father’s  name,  he  decided 

to  run.  Richard  and  John  ran  until  John  couldn’t  run  anymore.  That 

night  they  slept  near  (15) . river.  The  next  day  they  saw  a  friar 

walking  towards  them.  When  he  took  off  his  hood,  they  saw  that 
(16) . friar  was  Sir  Daniel. 
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BEFORE  YOU  READ 


^WORD  GAME 

In  this  chapter,  Richard  wants  to  know  what’s  true  and  what  isn’t. 
Complete  the  crossword  with  words  related  to  ‘the  truth’.  The  letters  of 
each  word  are  after  the  clues...  in  the  wrong  order! 


1  2 


3 

0  4  donnas 

5  nnnnns 
nan 
□  s  □ 

7  snnns 

n  0 


1  Richard  wants  to  solve  the . about  his  father,  [isytmyers] 

2  What  Sir  Daniel  told  Richard  about  his  father’s  death  not  the  truth,  it 

is  a  ...« .  [ile] 

3  Richard  made  a . to  John,  [oiermsp] 

4  John  knows  a  . . about  Richard,  [ctrese] 

5  Sir  Daniel  is  not  an . man.  [oethns] 

6  Is  Sir  Daniel  telling  the . ?  [rthtu] 

7  Richard  doesn’t . Sir  Daniel,  [srtut] 


^LISTENING 

^  Listen  to  the  beginning  of  Chapter  Four  and  answer  these  questions. 

1  Where  is  Richard? 

2  How  is  he  feeling? 

3  What  questions  does  he  want  to  ask?  Prepare  three  questions. 
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omeone  knocked  on  Richard  s  door.  It  was  Bennet  «©& 
Hatch. 

‘Good  afternoon,  Richard/  he  said,  ‘Sir  Daniel  wants 
to  see  you  immediately.’ 

‘Good!’  said  Richard.  ‘I  want  to  see  him  too.  I  have  a  lot  of 
things  to  ask  him.  There  are  too  many  mysteries  at  Moat  House 
Castle  —  too  many  things  I  don’t  understand.  Sir  Daniel  is  not 
telling  me  the  truth.’ 

‘Richard,’  said  Hatch,  ‘please  be  careful.  Don’t  ask  Sir  Daniel 
certain  questions...’ 

‘What  do  you  mean,  Hatch?’  asked  Richard. 

‘Well,  you  know...  certain  questions  about...’ 

‘I  want  answers  to  my  questions!’  said  Richard  angrily,  and  he 
went  to  Sir  Daniel’s  room.  Sir  Oliver  was  there.  He  was  sitting  in 
a  corner  of  the  room  and  his  face  was  white. 

‘Come  in,  Richard,’  said  Sir  Daniel.  ‘Please  sit  down.  You  look 
worried,  my  boy.  Are  you  still  thinking  about  that  letter  on  the 
church  door?’ 


CHAPTER  FOUR 
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‘Yes,  and  I  want  some  answers/  said  Richard.  ‘My  father  was 
killed  when  I  was  a  little  boy.  People  say  that  you  and  Sir  Oliver 
killed  him.  1  want  to  know  the  truth/ 

‘Oh  Richard,  do  you  really  think  I  killed  your  father?'  said 
Sir  Daniel,  smiling.  ‘Your  father  was  my  friend.  When  he  died  I 
looked  after  you  all  these  years  and  taught  you  many  things.  And 
poor  Sir  Oliver!  He's  a  priest  —  a  kind,  honest  man/ 

‘Sir  Daniel,  for  many  years  you  used  my  family’s  money  because 
1  live  with  you,’  said  Richard  angrily.  ‘And  you’ll  soon  plan  my 
marriage  and  get  a  lot  of  money  for  it!’ 

‘How  can  you  say  these  terrible  things?’  cried  Sir  Daniel. 
‘You’re  making  me  very  angry!  But  you’re  still  a  boy!  We’ll  talk 
about  this  when  you’re  a  man.  Remember,  I  did  not  kill  your 
father  —  I  promise.’ 

When  Sir  Oliver  heard  the  words  ‘1  promise’  he  jumped  in  his 
chair.  Richard  saw  this  and  understood  a  lot. 

After  he  left  the  room  Sir  Daniel  said,  ‘The  boy  asks  too  many 
questions  —  he  knows  too  many  things.  Put  him  in  the  room  above 
the  church!’ 

The  room  above  the  church?’  asked  Sir  Oliver  quietly. 

‘Yes,  you  heard  me!’  said  Sir  Daniel. 

Richard  went  to  his  room  and  remembered  Hatch’s  words: 
‘Don’t  trust  Sir  Daniel  or  Sir  Oliver.’ 

In  the  evening  one  of  Sir  Daniel’s  men  came  to  his  room  and 
said,  ‘Follow  me,  Master  Shelton,  you’ll  sleep  in  another  room 
tonight.’ 

‘In  another  room?’  asked  Richard. 

‘Yes,  in  the  room  above  the  church,’  said  the  man.  ‘It’s  nice  and 
big...  but  it’s  full  of  ghosts!’ 
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‘Full  of  ghosts?’  thought  Richard.  ‘What  does  he  mean?1 

Richard  sat  on  the  big  bed  in  the  new  room  and  he  was 
worried.  He  did  not  know  that  many  men  were  killed  in  that 
room. 

‘1  must  leave  this  castle  immediately/  he  thought.  ‘Something 
bad  is  happening.’ 

Suddenly  someone  knocked  on  the  door.  It  was  John  Matcham. 

‘John!  I’m  happy  to  see  you,’  said  Richard. 

‘Oh,  Richard,  listen  to  me!’  said  John.  ‘I  heard  Sir  Daniel’s  men 
talking.  They  want  to  kill  you!  I  want  to  help  you  escape.  I  think 
there’s  a  secret  way  out  of  this  room.’ 

They  started  looking  for  it  and  found  a  small  trapdoor  1  under  a 
table. 

‘This  is  the  secret  way  out!’  said  John  excitedly.  ‘We  can  escape 
together.’ 

Then  they  heard  Sir  Daniel’s  voice:  ‘Joanna!  Joanna,  where  are 
you?’ 

‘Who  is  Joanna?’  asked  Richard. 

John  looked  at  Richard  and  said,  ‘I  am  Joanna!’ 

‘You!’  said  Richard,  surprised.  ‘Then  you’re  not  a  boy  —  you’re  a 
girl.  You’re  Joanna  Sedley!’ 

‘Yes,  Fm  Joanna  Sedley!’  She  took  off  her  big  hat  and  Richard 
could  see  her  long  blonde  hair.  She  was  very  pretty. 

‘You’re  a  brave  girl!’  said  Richard  smiling.  ‘And  you’re  beautiful, 
too!’ 

They  could  hear  Sir  Daniel’s  voice  again:  ‘Joanna,  where  are 
you?’ 

‘We  must  escape  immediately!’  said  Joanna. 


1.  trapdoor  :  itfetSH  0 
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They  opened  the  trapdoor  and  went  down  the  long  secret 
corridor.  1  They  came  to  a  big  dnor  but  it  was  locked. 

‘What  can  we  do  now?’  asked  Joanna. 

‘I  don’t  know,’  said  Richard.  ‘Perhaps  someone  will  open  this 
door  because  we’re  near  the  church.  Let’s  wait  here.’ 

They  sat  down  on  the  stone  floor. 

‘Are  you  Sir  Daniel’s  ward  too?’  asked  Richard. 

‘Yes,  my  mother  and  father  are  dead  and  my  family  was  rich. 
At  first  Lord  Foxham  looked  after  me;  he  was  a  good  man.  Then 
Sir  Daniel  took  me.  After  some  time  Lord  Foxham  took  me  back. 
He  wanted  me  to  marry  Lord  Hamley.  When  Sir  Daniel  heard  this 
he  decided  to  kidnap  2  me!  He  gave  me  these  boy’s  clothes  and 
said,  “You  will  marry  Richard  Shelton.’’  Every  marriage  brings  Sir 
Daniel  a  lot  of  money.’ 

‘I’m  happy  I  met  you,  Joanna!’  said  Richard. 

‘I  am  too,’  she  said. 

Suddenly  they  realised  3  someone  was  behind  them.  It  was 
Bennet  Hatch. 

‘Hatch,  what  are  you  doing  here?’  asked  Richard,  surprised. 

‘I’m  looking  for  you,  Richard,’  said  Hatch.  ‘Sir  Daniel  wants  to 
kill  you,  but  not  Joanna.  I  want  to  help  you  both  escape.  Here  is 
the  key  to  the  door.’ 

He  took  an  old  key  from  his  pocket  and  opened  the  big  door. 
‘Now  you  can  escape  across  the  church  to  the  tower.  I’ll  tell  Sir 
Daniel  I  couldn’t  find  you.  Good  luck!’ 


1.  corridor  :  iM  °  3.  realised  :  ° 

2.  kidnap  :  ° 
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UNDERSTANDING  THE  TEXT 


^SUMMARY 

Read  this  summary  of  Chapter  Four  and  find  six  mistakes. 


Richard  and  John  are  now  at  Moat  House  Castle.  Richard  has  a  lot  of 
questions.  For  example,  he  wants  to  know  who  killed  his  brother.  Bennet 
Hatch  tells  Richard  to  be  careful.  He  also  tells  him  not  to  trust  John  Matcham. 
Richard  and  Sir  Daniel  argue.  Sir  Daniel  thinks  Richard  knows  too  much. 
That  evening,  some  men  take  Richard  to  the  room  above  the  old  theatre. 
They  tell  him  it’s  full  of  mice! 

John  comes  to  Richard’s  room.  He  takes  off  his  hat,  and  Richard 
understands  that  John  is  really  a  girl!  Her  name  is  Joanna  Sedley.  They 
find  a  secret  trapdoor  under  the  bed.  Bennet  Hatch  finds  them.  He 
doesn’t  help  them  to  escape. 


^CHARACTERS 

Who  said  what?  Match  the  character  with  things  they  said. 


4  Q  Joanna  Sedley 


5  Q  Sir  Daniel 


6  Q  Sir  Daniel’s  man 


A  ‘People  aren’t  telling  me  the  truth.’ 

B  ‘I  must  kill  him.  He  knows  too  much.’ 

C  ‘I’m  not  what  I  seem  to  be.’ 

D  ‘I  did  something  very  bad  and  now  I’m  afraid.’ 

E  ‘I  must  help  Richard  and  Joanna.’ 

F  ‘Follow  me,  Master  Shelton,  you’ll  sleep  in  another  room  tonight.’ 
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LISTENING 

Listen  to  Richard  talking  to  Joanna  and  choose  the  correct  answer,  A, 
B  or  C. 

1  How  old  was  Joanna  when  her  parents  died? 

A  □  12 

B  □  13 
C  □  15 

2  How  did  they  die? 

A  []lna  road  accident. 

B  []  In  a  fire. 

C  Q  They  became  ill. 

3  Who  lived  at  Crombey  Hall? 

A  Q  Lord  Foxham. 

B  Q  Joanna  and  her  parents. 

C  □  Sir  Oliver. 

4  Who  was  Lord  Foxham? 

A  □  A  friend  of  Joanna’s  father. 

B  □  A  friend  of  Sir  Daniel. 

C  Q  A  neighbour. 

5  Why  did  Joanna  go  to  Moat  House  Castle? 

A  Q  Because  she  was  kidnapped  by  Sir  Oliver. 

B  Q  Because  she  wanted  to  meet  Lord  Hamley. 

C  Q  Because  she  was  invited  to  a  party. 

6  Why  did  Foxham  want  Joanna  to  marry  Hamley? 

A  Q  Because  he  thought  she  would  be  happy. 

B  Q  Because  Hamley  was  very  rich. 

C  Q  Because  Hamley  was  the  same  age  as  Joanna. 

7  Why  didn’t  she  want  to  marry  Hamley? 

A  []  He  wasn’t  very  rich. 

B  []  He  was  a  cruel  man. 

C  □  He  was  very  old. 

8  Where  was  Joanna  when  Sir  Daniel  kidnapped  her? 

A  []  In  her  bedroom. 

B  []  In  the  garden. 

C  □  In  the  kitchen. 
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A VOCABULARY 

Can  you  find  words  in  Chapter  Four  that  match  these  descriptions? 


The  first  letter  is  already  there. 

1  What  you  find  in  a  haunted  house!  g _ 

2  A  small,  secret  door  t _ 

3  A  passage  inside  a  building  c _ 

4  To  take  someone  away  by  force  k _ 

5  A  very  tall  building  t _ 


BEFORE  YOU  READ 

A VOCABULARY 

Write  the  correct  word  from  the  box  under  each  picture. 


rope  prisoner  stone 


n  ~i  n  ~i  0 


LISTENING 

Listen  to  the  beginning  of  Chapter 
the  sentences  below. 

1  Q  If  they  reach  the  forest... 

2  Q  If  the  rope  breaks... 

3  O  If  Sir  Daniel’s  men  see  them... 


Five.  Then  match  the  two  halves  of 

A  ...they  will  be  prisoners  again 
B  ...they  will  be  free. 

C  ...they  will  fall  into  the  moat. 


What  do  you  think  will  happen? 
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ichard  and  Joanna  ran  across  the  church  to  the  castle  {(g 
tower.  Richard  tied  the  rope  around  a  big  stone.  He 
looked  back  and  saw  no  one. 

‘We  must  climb  down  the  tower  to  the  moat  and 
swim  to  the  other  side/  he  said.  ‘Then  we  can  run  to  the  forest 
and  well  be  free/ 

‘Very  well/  said  Joanna  bravely. 

‘Til  go  first  and  you  can  follow  me/  said  Richard.  ‘Can  you 
climb  down  a  rope,  Joanna?’ 

‘I’ll  try!’  she  said. 

Richard  started  climbing  down  the  rope.  One  of  Sir  Daniel’s 
men  on  the  other  tower  saw  him. 

‘Shelton’s  trying  to  escape!’  he  shouted.  He  shot  Richard  in  the 
arm  with  an  arrow.  Richard  fell  into  the  moat  and  tried  to  swim  to 
the  other  side.  Arrows  were  flying  from  the  tower  into  the  moat. 

When  Joanna  saw  Richard  falling  into  the  moat,  she  screamed.  1 
One  of  Sir  Daniel’s  men  heard  her  and  took  her  by  the  arm.  She 
was  Sir  Daniel’s  prisoner2  again!  e^0i 


CHAPTER  FIVE 


1 .  screamed  :  0 


2.  prisoner  :  H'fE  ° 
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Richard  got  out  of  the  water  and  ran  into  the  forest.  From  there 
he  could  see  Moat  House  Castle,  but  he  could  not  see  Joanna. 

‘One  of  Sir  Daniels  men  probably  caught  her/  he  thought.  ‘But 
Sir  Daniel  won’t  hurt  her  because  he  wants  to  plan  her  marriage. 
I’ll  come  back  and  rescue  1  her  soon.’ 

His  arm  hurt  and  he  could  not  walk.  He  fell  to  the  ground  on 
the  leaves. 

Ellis  Duckworth  and  another  man  found  Richard  the  next 
morning.  He  was  very  ill,  so  they  took  him  to  an  inn  and  put  him 
to  bed. 

When  Richard  woke  up  he  said,  ‘Oh,  my  arm  and  head  hurt  a 
lot!' 

Ellis  Duckworth  took  his  hand  and  smiled,  ‘My  dear  boy,  I’m 
Ellis  Duckworth  and  I  was  your  father’s  best  friend.  He  was  like  a 
brother  to  me.’ 

He  looked  at  the  other  man  and  said,  ‘He’s  Lawless,  one  of  my 
best  men.  Now  Richard,  please  sleep.  When  you’re  better  you’ll 
tell  me  your  story  and  we’ll  help  you.’ 

The  next  day  Richard  was  feeling  better  and  he  told  Ellis 
Duckworth  his  long  story. 

Tm  happy  you’re  here  with  us,’  said  Ellis.  ‘We  re  the  Band  of 
the  Black  Arrow,  and  we  want  to  punish  2  bad  people.  I  know  you’re 
brave  and  loyal,  Richard.  Together  we’ll  fight  and  destroy  3  Sir 
Daniel!  And  we’ll  rescue  Joanna,  too!  But  first  we  must  find  out 
where  she  is.’ 

A  few  days  later  a  mysterious  messenger  took  this  letter  to 
Moat  House  Castle. 


1.  rescue  :  °  3.  destroy  :  0 

2.  punish  :  ° 
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To  Sir  Daniel  Brackley , 

Yon  are  a  bad  man;  you  are  greedy  and  dishonest.  Now  I  know 
you  killed  my  father.  One  day  I  will  kill  you. 

Leave  Joanna  Sedley  alone!  I  want  to  marry  her  soon. 

Richard  Shelton 

Sir  Daniel  read  the  letter  and  thought,  ‘That  boy  is  dangerous.  I 
must  find  him.’ 

Many  months  passed  and  it  was  already  winter.  The  house  of 
Lancaster  won  a  lot  of  battles  and  became  strong  and  important. 
York  was  very  weak  now. 

The  town  of  Shoreby-on-the-Till  was  full  of  Lancaster  nobles:  1  Sir 
Daniel  with  sixty  men,  his  friend  Lord  Shoreby  with  two  hundred 
men,  and  many  others. 

One  cold  winter  night  in  January  three  men  of  the  Band  of  the 
Black  Arrow  sat  in  a  dark  inn. 

‘I  don't  like  this  place,'  said  one  man.  ‘There  are  too  many 
enemies  here.' 

‘We  re  here  to  help  Master  Shelton,'  said  Lawless. 

Suddenly  a  young  man  came  into  the  inn.  ‘Master  Shelton,’  said 
Lawless,  ‘Sir  Daniel  left  the  inn  a  few  minutes  ago  with  six  men.’ 

‘Let's  follow  him,’  said  Richard.  It  was  dark  outside,  but  they 
could  see  Sir  Daniel  and  his  men  walking  towards  the  sea. 

Near  the  sea  they  saw  an  old  lord  2  with  some  men.  He  was 
short  and  fat.  He  met  Sir  Daniel  in  front  of  a  stone  house  with  a 
wall  around  it. 

Richard  and  his  men  hid  behind  some  trees  and  watched  the 
two  men.  But  they  could  not  hear  them  speak. 

‘It's  old  Lord  Shoreby!'  thought  Richard  angrily.  ‘He’s  another 
greedy  man.’ 

1.  nobles  :  •  2.  lord 
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The  Black  Arrow 


‘Tell  me,  Sir  Daniel,  how  is  the  young  girl?’  asked  the  old  lord. 
‘Is  she  very  beautiful?’ 

‘Lord  Shoreby,’  said  Sir  Daniel,  ‘Joanna  Sedley’s  young, 
beautiful  and...  very  rich.  She’ll  be  an  excellent  wife.  The  Sedley 
family  was  very  rich  and  very  important.  She’ll  bring  you  a  lot  of 
money.’ 

‘And  I’ll  pay  you  a  lot  of  money,  Sir  Daniel,  but  I  want  to  see 
her  now,’  said  Lord  Shoreby. 

Sir  Daniel  and  Lord  Shoreby  went  into  the  stone  house 
followed  by  their  men.  When  they  came  out,  Lord  Shoreby  was 
smiling  and  went  home.  Sir  Daniel  and  his  men  went  back  to  the 
inn. 

‘Now  we  know  Joanna  is  Sir  Daniel’s  prisoner,’  said  Richard. 
‘And  Lord  Shoreby  wants  to  marry  her  —  that  greedy  old  man! 
We  must  stop  this  marriage!  I  want  to  look  inside  of  the  house. 
Lawless,  come  with  me,  please.  The  others  can  wait  here.’ 

Richard  climbed  to  the  top  of  the  stone  wall.  From  there  he 
could  see  the  kitchen  window  and  Joanna.  She  was  sitting  at  a 
table  with  Bennet  Hatch’s  wife,  and  three  of  Sir  Daniel’s  men 
stood  behind  her. 

‘She’s  very  beautiful,’  thought  Richard.  He  was  happy  to  see 
her,  but  he  was  angry  with  Sir  Daniel  and  Lord  Shoreby.  He 
climbed  down  the  wall  and  said  to  his  men,  ‘I  saw  Joanna;  she’s 
inside.  We  must  rescue  her.  Let’s  think  of  a  good  plan!’ 


56 


UNDERSTANDING  THE  TEXT 


^COMPREHENSION  CHECK 

Choose  the  correct  answer,  A,  B  or  C.  There  is  an  example  at  the 
beginning  (0). 


0 

They  tie  the  rope  to 

A 

a  stone  and  then 

B 

C 

1 

One  of  Sir  Daniel’s 

A 

men  shoots 

B 

C 

2 

Ellis  Duckworth  finds 

A 

Richard 

B 

C 

3 

The  letter  to  Sir  Daniel 

A 

is  from 

B 

C 

4 

Joanna  is  a  prisoner  in 

A 

B 

C 

5 

Ellis  decides  to  help 

A 

Richard  because 

B 

C 

6 

The  two  men  that  Richard 

A 

sees  talking  are 

B 

C 

7 

Lord  Shoreby  and  Richard 

A 

Shelton 

B 

C 

8 

Richard  sees  Joanna 

A 

B 

C 


f/1  Richard  climbs  down. 

I  I  Joanna  climbs  down. 

I  I  they  climb  down  together. 

I  I  Joanna  in  the  arm. 

I  I  Richard  in  the  arm. 

I  I  Richard  in  the  leg. 

I  |  in  the  forest. 

I  |  in  the  moat. 

I  |  near  the  inn. 

I  |  Ellis  Duckworth. 

I  |  Richard  Shelton. 

I  |  Lord  Shoreby. 

I  I  Moat  House  Castle. 

I  |  an  inn  in  the  town  of 
Shoreby-on-the-Till. 

I  I  a  stone  house  by  the  sea. 

I  I  he  loves  Joanna. 

I  |  he’ll  make  money. 

I  |  he  hates  Sir  Daniel. 

I  I  Sir  Daniel  and  Lord  Shoreby. 

I  I  Lord  Shoreby  and  Sir  Oliver. 

I  I  Lord  Shoreby  and  Master  Shelton 

I  I  meet  in  the  inn. 

I  I  both  want  to  marry  Joanna. 

I  I  are  both  friends  of  Ellis  Duckworth. 

I  I  with  Lord  Shoreby. 

I  I  with  Bennet  Hatch’s  wife. 

I  I  alone. 


^  WORD  GAME  -  CHARACTERS 

Underline  all  the  adjectives  that  describe  people  in  Chapter 

Five.  Then  try  to  find  13  adjectives  in  the  word  search  square. 
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A 

D 

L 

Y 

Y 

B 

R 

1 

R 

X 

L 
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O 

O 

K 

A 

P 

O 

V 
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F 

J 

L 

Q 

U 

D 

S 

O 

U 

A 

A 

G 

D 

1 

S 

H 

O 

N 

E 

S 

T 

Now  match  the  adjectives  to  the  characters. 


^  A  SECRET  MESSAGE 

Here  is  a  secret  message  that  Joanna  gave  to  the  mysterious  messenger. 
Break  the  code  and  find  out  who  the  message  is  for  and  what  it  says. 

Efbs  Sjdibse 

J  bn  b  qsjtpofs  jo  b  ip  rtf  ofbe  uif  tfb.  Csbdlmfz  xbout  nf  up  nbssz  Tipsfcz. 
Qmfbtf  sftdvf  nf.  Cf  dbsfgvm,  nz  mpwf.  Csbdlmfz  jt  ebohfspvt. 

Kpboob 


Clue:  b  =  a,  f  =  e,  j  =  i 

Now  write  your  own  secret  message  using  the  same  code.  Give  your 
message  to  your  best  friend. 
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BEFORE  YOU  READ 


^VOCABULARY  -  DESCRIPTIONS 

Can  you  match  the  pictures  with  the  people? 

acrobat  friar  merchant  musician  soldier  lord 


Now  match  the  same  people  with  these  descriptions. 

1  A  religious  man.  He  usually  lives  with  others  in  a  monastery. 

2  A  man  or  woman  in  the  army. 

. . 

3  Someone  who  buys  and  sells  things. 

4  Someone  who  plays  a  musical  instrument. 

5  An  entertainer  who  does  incredible  tricks  with  his  or  her  body. 

6  A  man  who  has  a  high  position  in  society. 


59 


CHAPTER  SIX 


ichard  and  the  men  of  the  Black  Arrow  decided  to 
attack  Sir  Daniel’s  house  near  the  sea  and  rescue 
Joanna. 

That  night  Richard  and  his  twenty  men  climbed 
over  the  wall  of  the  house.  But  Sir  Daniel’s  men  attacked  them 
before  they  could  get  into  the  house.  Sir  Daniel  had  sixty  men  and 
Richard  had  only  twenty.  His  men  fought  bravely,  but  they  could 
not  get  into  the  house  and  rescue  Joanna.  Many  men  were  hurt 
and  some  were  killed.  They  went  back  to  the  forest. 

When  Sir  Daniel  heard  about  the  attack  he  said,  ‘Shelton  wants 
to  rescue  Joanna  and  marry  her.  We  must  take  her  to  my  castle  in 
Shoreby.  She’ll  be  safe  there  and  she’ll  marry  Lord  Shoreby  in  a 
few  days.’ 


The  next  morning  Richard  and  Lawless  sat  by  the  fire. 

‘If  we  don’t  rescue  Joanna,  she’ll  have  to  marry  that  old  lord,’ 
said  Richard  sadly.  ‘What  can  we  do?’ 
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The  Two  Friars 


Lawless  looked  at  him  and  said,  ‘Perhaps  I  can  help  you.  Follow 
me/ 

‘Where  are  we  going?’  asked  Richard. 

‘To  a  secret  place/  said  Lawless. 

They  walked  in  the  snow  to  a  small  den  1  under  a  big  tree. 
Inside  the  den  there  was  a  table  and  a  wooden  box. 

‘This  is  my  secret  den/  said  Lawless. 

‘Your  secret  den!’  said  Richard,  surprised.  ‘It’s  very  small/ 

Lawless  opened  the  wooden  box  and  took  out  a  friar’s  robe. 2  It 
was  old  and  brown.  Then  he  took  out  another  one. 

‘What  are  these?’  asked  Richard. 

They’re  two  friar’s  robes.  Let’s  put  them  on  and  everyone  will 
think  we’re  friars/ 

‘But  why?’  asked  Richard,  confused. 

‘With  these  robes  no  one  will  recognise  us!’  said  Lawless.  ‘We 
can  easily  get  into  Sir  Daniel’s  castle  in  Shoreby.  Remember,  no 
one  stops  a  friar.’ 

‘Sir  Daniel’s  castle  in  Shoreby  —  but  why?’  asked  Richard. 

‘Master  Shelton!’  cried  Lawless.  ‘Joanna  is  now  in  his 
castle  and  she’ll  soon  marry  old  Lord  Shoreby!  Now  do  you 
understand?’ 

Richard  was  very  surprised. 

‘How  do  you  know  this?’  he  asked. 

‘Young  man,  I’m  Lawless...  and  I’m  much  older  than  you.  I 
know  a  lot  of  things  you  don’t  know.’ 

‘But  how  can  we  stop  this  marriage?’  asked  Richard. 

1.  den  : 

2.  friar’s  robe  :  ° 


6  1 


‘Well  think  of  a  plan/  said  Lawless.  ‘Now  put  on  the  friar’s  robe/ 

Richard  put  on  the  robe  and  asked,  ‘How  do  1  look?’ 

‘Not  bad,  but  I  must  do  something  to  your  face  now/  answered 
Lawless. 

He  took  some  dark  pencils  from  the  box  and  drew  a  moustache 
and  a  small  beard  1  on  Richard’s  young  face. 

‘Perfect!’  he  said.  ‘Now  you  look  like  a  friar.  Remember  to  keep 
your  hood  on  and  no  one  will  recognise  you/ 

Lawless  put  on  the  other  robe  and  they  left  the  den. 

When  they  got  to  Shoreby  they  went  to  the  castle.  There  were 
a  lot  of  people  at  the  castle:  rich  gentlemen  with  their  ladies, 
soldiers,  merchants,  musicians  and  acrobats. 2 

The  two  friars  went  to  a  soldier  and  said,  ‘We  re  here  to  visit 
Joanna  Sedley.’ 

‘Her  room  is  on  the  second  floor,’  said  the  soldier. 

The  two  friars  went  to  the  second  floor  and  found  Joanna’s 
room. 

‘I’ll  wait  outside/  said  Lawless. 

Richard  entered  Joanna’s  room  and  took  off  his  hood. 

‘Joanna!’  he  said  softly.  ‘It’s  me,  Richard.’ 

She  ran  to  him  and  they  hugged.  3 

‘Oh,  Richard,’ Joanna  said,  ‘I’m  happy  to  see  you!  What  are  you 
doing  here?’ 

‘I’m  here  with  a  friend  to  rescue  you,’  said  Richard. 

‘But  how?’  Joanna  asked.  ‘I’m  Sir  Daniel’s  prisoner  and  I 
have  to  marry  Lord  Shoreby  tomorrow  morning!  I’m  so  unhappy 
because  I  don’t  want  to  marrv  him.’ 

Jxt 

1.  moustache  and  3.  hugged  : 

a  small  heard  : 

2.  acrobats  :  M  0 
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wk  }  ^ 

sd  -  ^ 

‘You  won’t  marry  that  horrible  1  old  man!’  said  Richard.  ‘I 
promise,  Joanna.  1  want  to  marry  you/ 

He  put  on  his  hood  and  left  the  room  quietly.  He  and  Lawless 
went  to  the  church  to  think  of  a  plan.  But  Richard  met  Sir  Oliver 
in  the  church. 

‘Richard  Shelton!’  he  said,  surprised.  ‘Sir  Daniel  is  looking  for 
you.  You’re  in  great  danger.’ 

‘I’m  here  to  stop  Joanna’s  marriage,’  said  Richard.  ‘I’m  not 
afraid  of  Sir  Daniel.’ 

‘You  can’t  stop  this  marriage,’  said  the  priest,  ‘because  Sir 
Daniel  will  kill  you.  You  must  stay  in  this  church  until  tomorrow 
morning  and  then  leave.  If  you  try  to  escape,  I’ll  call  the  soldiers.’ 

Richard  and  Lawless  could  not  move. 

At  nine  o’clock  the  next  morning  there  were  a  lot  of  people 
in  the  church.  Richard  and  Lawless  were  there,  too.  Joanna  was 
wearing  a  beautiful  white  dress  and  had  flowers  in  her  head.  But 
she  was  pale  2  and  sad.  Old  Lord  Shoreby  was  wearing  his  best 
clothes. 

Joanna  and  Lord  Shoreby  stood  in  front  of  the  priest.  Ellis 
Duckworth  and  his  men  were  hiding  on  the  stairs  of  the  church 
tower.  Suddenly  a  black  arrow  flew  across  the  church  and  killed 
Lord  Shoreby! 

Joanna  and  the  people  in  the  church  screamed.  Sir  Daniel  and 
his  men  took  Joanna  away  immediately.  Richard  and  Lawless  were 
angry  but  they  could  do  nothing.  They  watched  Joanna  leave  with 
Sir  Daniel. 


1.  horrible  :  ° 


2.  pale  :  ° 


UNDERSTANDING  THE  TEXT 


^COMPREHENSION  CHECK 

Are  these  sentences  ‘Right’  (A)  or  ‘Wrong’  (B)?  If  there  is  not  enough 
information  to  answer  ‘Right’  (A)  or  ‘Wrong’  (B),  choose  ‘Doesn’t  say’ 
(C).  There  is  an  example  at  the  beginning  (0). 

0  Richard  is  injured  in  the  fight  at  the  house  near  the  sea. 

A  Right  B  Wrong  (C)  Doesn’t  say 

1  Richard  didn’t  rescue  Joanna. 

A  Right  B  Wrong  C  Doesn’t  say 

2  Sir  Daniel  has  more  than  one  castle. 

A  Right  B  Wrong  C  Doesn’t  say 

3  It  was  now  summer. 

A  Right  B  Wrong  C  Doesn’t  say 

4  Lawless  has  lots  of  different  costumes  in  his  den. 

A  Right  B  Wrong  C  Doesn’t  say 

5  In  those  days,  friars  could  go  anywhere  they  wanted. 

A  Right  B  Wrong  C  Doesn’t  say 

6  Richard  is  younger  than  Lawless. 

A  Right  B  Wrong  C  Doesn’t  say 

7  When  they  arrived  at  the  castle,  no  one  was  there. 

A  Right  B  Wrong  C  Doesn’t  say 

8  Ellis  Duckworth  shot  Lord  Shoreby. 

A  Right  B  Wrong  C  Doesn’t  say 

^SUMMARY 

Match  the  beginnings  (1-8)  with  the  endings  (A-H)  to  make  a  summary 
of  Chapter  Six. 

1  Q  Richard  and  his  men  attack  the  house, 

2  Q  Sir  Daniel  hides  Joanna  at 

3  O  Lawless  thinks  of  a  plan  to 

4  Q  Lawless  and  Richard  dress  as  Friars  because 

5  Q  Richard  and  Lawless  get  into  the  castle  and 

6  Q  They  go  to  the  church  to  think  of  a  plan,  but 

7  Q  The  next  day  everyone  is  in  the  church  because 

8  Q  Suddenly  a  black  arrow 
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A  but  they  cannot  rescue  Joanna. 

B  get  inside  the  castle  at  Shoreby. 

C  his  castle  in  Shoreby. 

D  kills  Lord  Shoreby,  but  Sir  Daniel  takes  Joanna  away. 
E  Lord  Shoreby  will  marry  Joanna. 

F  on  the  way  they  meet  Sir  Oliver. 

G  they  can  go  anywhere  they  want. 

H  they  find  Joanna. 

WORD  GAME 

Complete  the  crossword  with  words  from  Chapter  Six. 


Across 
3 


( 


7  very,  very  bad 


2  □ 

□  □  4 

3 □□□□□□□□□ 


□ 
«□□□ 


□ 

□ 


□ 

□ 

□ 

*□□□□ 
□  □ 


□ 

□ 


6  with  a  white  face 


SPEAKING:  SEASONAL  ACTIVITIES 

Richard  and  Lawless  walked  in  the  snow.  Talk  to  your  best  friend  about 
the  activities  you  like  doing  in  different  seasons.  Use  these  questions 
to  help  you. 

1  What  do  you  like  doing  in  winter? 

2  What  do  you  like  doing  on  the  beach  in  summer? 

3  Do  you  prefer  autumn  or  spring?  Why? 
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^  FILL  IN  THE  GAPS 

Complete  Sir  Oliver’s  diary  with  the  Past  Simple  form  of 

these  verbs  (Srifi])  . 

be  can  come  go  meet  put  see  tell 


Sunday,  28  January  1469 

Last  night  I  (1) . to  the  castle  church  and  I  (2) .  not  believe 

my  eyes!  I  (3)  .  Richard  Shelton.  He  (4)  .  with  one  of  Ellis 

Duckworth’s  men.  They  plan  to  rescue  Joanna.  I  (5) .  them  that 

Sir  Daniel  will  kill  them  if  they  try.  I  (6) .  them  in  the  church  and 

locked  the  door.  Thankfully,  nobody  (7)  .  us.  I  (8)  .  straight 

back  to  my  room.  Tomorrow  Shoreby  will  marry  the  girl  and  it  will  be 
too  late  for  Shelton. 


BEFORE  YOU  READ 

^NOTICES 

Which  notice  (A-E)  says  this  (1-5).  For  questions  1-5  mark  the  correct 
letter  A-E. 


What  do  you  think  is  the  connection  between  these  signs  and  the  next 
chapter? 
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CHAPTER  SEVEN 

The  Victory  of  Yorh 

ichard  and  Lawless  returned  to  the  forest.  That 
night  Ellis  Duckworth’s  men  sat  around  the  fire. 

‘There’s  going  to  be  an  important  battle  tomorrow 
between  the  houses  of  Lancaster  and  York,’  said 
Duckworth  to  his  men.  ‘We’re  going  to  attack 
Shoreby  Castle.  This  time  York  will  win!’ 

‘Hurrah!’  cried  the  men. 

‘And  we’re  going  to  find  my  enemy,  Sir  Daniel.  Remember, 
there’s  a  black  arrow  waiting  for  him  and  his  good  friends,  Bennet 
Hatch  and  Sir  Oliver  Oates!’ 

‘We’ll  find  them!’  cried  the  men. 


‘Richard,’  said  Duckworth,  ‘go  and  meet  the  Duke  of 
Gloucester  at  St  Brigid’s  Cross  tomorrow  morning.  Take  him  this 
important  message:’ 

Dear  Richard ,  Duke  of  Gloucester, 

My  twenty  men  will  meet  your  soldiers  outside  Shoreby  Castle 
before  the  battle.  We  will  fight  together  and  win! 

Ellis  Duckworth 


Very  early  the  next  morning  Richard  rode  to  St  Brigid’s  Cross. 
It  was  a  cold  morning  and  there  was  a  lot  of  snow  on  the  road. 
When  he  got  there  he  saw  a  young  knight  dressed  in  armour  1  on 
a  big  black  horse.  The  white  rose  of  the  house  of  York  was  on  his 

1 .  armour  :  ° 
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shield.  He  was  alone  and  he  was  fighting  eight  soldiers.  He  was  a 
good  fighter  and  killed  three  soldiers. 

‘I  can  help  you,  sir,’  cried  Richard.  He  and  the  knight  fought 
together  and  the  fight  was  soon  over. 

The  young  knight  was  surprised.  He  turned  to  Richard  and 
said,  ‘Thank  you  for  your  help.  You’re  a  good  fighter  and  you  saved 
my  life!  Who  are  you?’ 

‘I’m  Richard  Shelton  and  I’m  looking  for  the  Duke  of  Gloucester.’ 

‘Well,  you  found  him!’  said  the  knight.  ‘I’m  Richard,  Duke  of 
Gloucester.’ 

‘Here’s  a  message  from  Ellis  Duckworth,’  said  Richard,  giving 
him  the  letter. 

The  Duke  read  the  letter  and  said,  ‘Good!  I  need  more  brave  men 
for  this  battle.  Duckworth  is  a  loyal  friend  and  together  we  ll  win.’ 

Soon  the  Duke’s  soldiers  arrived.  They  were  carrying  flags  with 
the  white  rose  of  York. 

‘We’re  ready,’  he  cried.  ‘Let’s  attack  Shoreby  Castle!’ 

Many  of  the  soldiers  at  Shoreby  Castle  were  still  sleeping  when  the 
Duke  attacked.  Hundreds  of  soldiers  fought  in  a  long  battle  and  many 
were  killed.  At  the  end  of  the  battle  there  was  a  fire  and  Shoreby 
Castle  was  almost  destroyed.  The  house  of  York  won  the  battle  and  Sir 
Daniel  escaped  with  Joanna,  Bennet  Hatch  and  two  men. 

The  Duke  of  Gloucester  was  pleased  with  the  victory.  He  went 
to  Richard  and  said,  ‘You’re  a  brave  young  man  and  you  fought 
well.  Kneel  down,  1  Richard,  1  want  to  knight 2  you!’ 

Richard  knelt  down  in  front  of  the  Duke  and  became  ‘Sir 
Richard’.  This  was  a  great  honour  for  him. 

I 

1.  Kneel  down  :  2.  to  knight  :  Ltffr  »  ° 
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The  next  day  Sir  Richard  left  Shoreby  and  started  looking  for 
Joanna.  He  knew  she  was  with  Sir  Daniel.  He  travelled  all  day  and 
in  the  evening  he  saw  a  small  fire  on  a  hill. 

‘Perhaps  that’s  Sir  Daniel’s  fire,’  he  thought.  He  moved  silently 
through  the  trees  and  got  closer.  He  saw  Sir  Daniel,  Bennet 
Hatch  and  a  young  boy  sitting  near  the  fire.  They  were  eating  and 
talking. 

‘Joanna  is  dressed  as  John  Matcham  again!’  thought  Richard. 
‘Sir  Daniel  is  very  clever!’ 

Richard  hid  behind  a  big  tree  and  watched  them.  It  was 
obvious  1  that  Joanna  was  very  sad. 

He  waited  until  they  were  finally  asleep  and  then  he  quietly 
went  up  to  Joanna. 

‘Joanna,’  he  whispered  in  her  ear,  ‘wake  up.’ 

She  woke  up  and  smiled. 

‘We  must  be  very  quiet,’  whispered  Sir  Richard.  ‘Get  up  slowly 
and  follow  me.’ 

They  moved  away  very  quietly  through  the  trees. 

They  got  on  Sir  Richard’s  horse  and  went  into  the  forest.  That 
night  they  slept  at  Ellis  Duckworth’s  camp  2  near  Holywood. 

When  Joanna  woke  up  she  said,  ‘This  is  like  a  dream,  Richard. 
We’re  together  again!’ 

‘Yes,  and  tomorrow  we  can  get  married!’  Sir  Richard  said 
excitedly.  ‘I’m  going  to  talk  to  the  kind  friar  of  Holywood  Abbey 
this  morning.’ 

‘I’m  very  happy,  Richard!’  said  Joanna. 

Sir  Richard  woke  up  very  early  on  the  day  of  his  marriage.  He 
was  the  happiest  man  in  the  world. 

He  put  on  his  best  clothes  and  took  a  short  walk  in  the  forest. 

1.  obvious  :  °  2.  camp  :  ° 
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Soon  he  saw  a  friar  walking  towards  him.  As  the  friar  came  closer 
he  recognised  him  —  it  was  Sir  Daniel!  He  put  his  hand  on  his 
sword  because  he  was  ready  to  fight. 

Tm  not  here  to  fight  you/  said  Sir  Daniel  sadly.  ‘My  men  and 
I  fought  bravely,  but  we  lost  the  battle  against  the  house  of  York. 
It  was  a  long,  terrible  battle.  And  now  I  have  nothing!  I  lost  my 
castle,  my  men,  my  money,  my  jewels...  1  I  lost  everything.  Now  I 
must  escape  to  France  where  I  still  have  some  friends.  I  hope  they 
can  help  me/ 

‘Go  to  France,  Sir  Daniel,  and  don’t  come  back!’  said  Sir 
Richard  angrily. 

Sir  Daniel  turned  around  and  continued  walking  in  the  forest. 
But  after  a  minute  a  black  arrow  flew  through  the  morning  air  and 
hit  him  in  the  heart.  He  fell  to  the  ground  and  Sir  Richard  ran  to 
his  side. 

‘Richard/  he  said  quietly.  ‘Is  the  arrow...  black?’ 

‘Yes,  it’s  black,’  said  Richard. 

Sir  Daniel  looked  at  him  for  the  last  time  and  died. 

‘I  killed  him,’  said  a  voice  in  the  forest.  It  was  Ellis  Duckworth. 
‘And  yesterday  I  killed  Bennet  Hatch.’  He  walked  out  of  the  forest 
and  stood  by  Richard. 

‘You  killed  all  of  your  enemies  except  one,’  said  Richard. 

‘Yes,  Sir  Oliver  is  still  alive,’  said  Duckworth. 

‘Don’t  kill  him,  Ellis,’  said  Richard.  ‘Let’s  live  in  peace.’ 

Duckworth  thought  for  a  moment.  He  looked  at  the  body  of  Sir 
Daniel  and  said,  ‘You’re  right,  Richard,  I  want  to  live  in  peace.  I 
don’t  want  to  fight  or  kill  anymore.  The  Band  of  the  Black  Arrow 
doesn’t  exist  anymore.’ 


1 .  jewels  :  #fc!3L  ° 
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At  nine  o’clock  that  morning  Richard  and  Joanna  finally  got 
married  at  Holywood  Abbey.  1  It  was  a  beautiful  wedding  and 
everyone  was  happy.  Richard,  Joanna,  Ellis  Duckworth,  the  men 
of  the  Black  Arrow  and  the  Duke  of  Gloucester  and  his  soldiers 
celebrated  with  a  dinner. 

Richard  and  Joanna  lived  a  happy,  peaceful  life  in  the  forest, 
far  from  wars  and  battles. 


1 .  Abbey  :  ° 


UNDERSTANDING  THE  TEXT 


^SUMMARY 

When  did  these  things  happen?  Put  the  events  on  the  correct  part  of 
the  time  arrow.  The  first  one  is  done  for  you. 

the  past  ^ - 

[B]  [  ]  [  ]  [  ]  [  ]  [  ]  [  ] 

A  Duckworth  kills  Sir  Daniel. 

B  Duckworth  sends  Richard  to  meet  the  Duke  of  Gloucester. 

C  Richard  and  Joanna  get  married. 

D  Richard  fights  together  with  the  Duke  and  saves  his  life. 

E  Richard  finds  Joanna. 

F  The  Band  of  the  Black  Arrow  join  the  Duke’s  men  and  fight  at 
Shoreby  Castle. 

G  The  Duke  knights  Richard. 

H  York  wins  the  battle  at  Shoreby. 

^COMPREHENSION  CHECK 

What  does  the  messenger  say  to  Sir  Oliver?  Complete  the  conversation. 
Choose  the  right  answers  (A-H)  to  the  questions  (1-5).  There  are  more 
answers  than  you  need.  There  is  an  example  at  the  beginning  (0). 

0  Who  won  the  battle  at  Shoreby?  ...f7.... 

1  What  did  Sir  Daniel  do?  . 

2  What  happened  to  the  castle?  . 

3  What  happened  to  Shelton?  . 

4  Is  Bennet  safe?  . 

5  Where  are  Duckworth  and  Shelton  now?  . 

A  It  was  destroyed. 

B  No.  Duckworth  killed  him.  He  killed  Sir  Daniel,  too. 

C  He  escaped  with  Bennet  and  Joanna. 

D  He  rescued  Bennet. 

E  He  fought  bravely  and  the  Duke  knighted  him. 

F  York. 

G  They’re  at  Holywood. 

H  Lancaster. 
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^  A  SECRET  MESSAGE 

Ellis  Duckworth  received  this  note  from  a  mysterious  messenger.  Can 
you  break  the  code  to  find  out  what  it  says? 


sift  wyouf  swanth  otog  ukilli  boatesy,  they  hise  shidings  math  ethey 
solde  bchurche  snears  skettleys. 


e.g.:  #it*  =  if 


^  FILL  IN  THE  GAPS 

Match  the  syllables  in  the  box  to  make  six  words  from  Chapter  Seven. 
Then  use  the  words  to  complete  what  Ellis  says  to  Richard. 

mess  kni  sold  age  tie  ack 
iers  tory  att  ght  vie  bat 

Richard,  take  this  important  (1) . to  the  Duke.  If  you  see  a 

(2) . riding  alone,  that  will  be  the  Duke.  Tell  him  that  we  will 

help  him  fight  at  the  (3) . tomorrow.  Be  careful!  Sir  Daniel’s 

(4) . are  looking  for  us.  They  may  (5) . you. 

Good  luck,  Richard,  and  remember  that  (6) . will  soon  be 

ours. 


^SPEAKING:  HOLIDAYS 

At  the  end  of  the  story,  Sir  Daniel  tries  to  escape  to  another  country. 
Have  you  ever  been  to  another  country  on  holiday  or  to  another  city  in 
your  own  country?  Talk  about  it.  Use  these  questions  to  help  you. 

•  Where  did  you  go? 

•  Why  did  you  go  there? 

•  Who  did  you  go  with? 

•  What  did  you  enjoy  about  your  trip? 
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^  PICTURE  SUMMARY 

Look  at  the  pictures  below  and  put  them  in  the  correct  order.  Then  use 
the  pictures  to  tell  the  story  in  your  own  words. 
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BEFORE  YOU  READ 


^VOCABULARY 

Can  you  label  the  picture?  Paragraphs  2,  3  and  4  of  the  dossier  will 
help  you. 


1  Q  helmet 
4  Q  sword 
7  □  Page 


2  shield  3  E]  coat  of  arms 

5  □  armour  6  Q  squire 

8  O  horse 


fHHHr  1  wk 


Knigkts  an  d  tLe 
Knigktk  ood  Today 


& 


Today  the  title  ‘knight’  refers  to  people  who  receive  this  honour  from 
the  king  or  queen.  It  is  a  ‘thank  you’  for  good  services  to  the  country. 
But  in  the  Middle  Ages  a  knight  was  a  soldier  who  fought  for  the 
king  and  the  country. 


knights  jousting  (1470-75)  from  Froissarts  Chronicles. 


Knights  in  the  Middle  Ages  almost  always  came  from  noble  families. 
They  had  a  high  position  1  in  society  and  worked  for  lords  or  directly 

for  the  king.  When  they 
went  into  battle  they 
wore  heavy  armour  and 
rode  strong  horses. 
They  carried  a  special 
shield  with  their  family’s 
symbol,  called  a  coat  of 
arms. 

When  they  weren’t 
fighting  in  battles, 
knights  often  practised 
their  skills  by  going  to 
tournaments.  2  These 
were  big  competitions 
and  there  were  several 
different  sports  including 
jousting.  3 


1 .  position  :  ° 

2.  tournaments  :  fcfcfl  » 

3.  jousting  : 


79 


1 

Boys  learnt  how  to  become  a  knight  from  the  age  of  seven.  These 
young  boys  were  called  ‘pages’.  They  learnt  about  horses  and  armour, 
and  how  to  fight  with  a  wooden  sword.  When  they  were  around 
twelve  they  became  ‘squires’.  A  squire  learnt  how  to  fight  from  a  real 
knight.  He  also  helped  the  knight  do  many  things,  including  putting 
on  his  armour  before  going  into  battle. 

Today’s  knights  do  not  need  to  fight  and  they  do  not  have  a  specific 
job  to  do.  The  special  honour  is  called  a  knighthood.  In  Great  Britain, 
these  awards  are  given  twice  a  year.  If  you  are  knighted  by  the  queen, 
you  are  then  invited  to  a  special  ceremony  1  at  Buckingham  Palace.  Here 
you  kneel  in  front  of  the  Queen  and  she  touches  your  shoulders  with  a 
sword.  A  British  man  can  then  use  ‘Sir’  before  his  name,  and  a  British 
woman  can  use  ‘Dame’  before  hers.  Sometimes  the  Queen  awards  an 
honorary  knighthood  to  non-British  citizens.  These  people  are  knighted 
but  they  cannot  officially  use  the  title.  Recent  examples  are  Bob  Geldof 
and  Bill  Gates.  Often  non-famous  people  are  given  a  knighthood  to  say 
‘thank  you’  for  their  charity 2  work. 


1.  ceremony  :  0  2.  charity  :  MU  0 


I  vHV  111 


^COMPREHENSION  CHECK 
Choose  the  best  answer,  A,  B  or  C. 


1  Who  receives  knighthoods  A 

today?  B 

C 

2  What  is  a  coat  of  arms?  A 

B 

C 

3  What  was  a  tournament?  A 

B 

C 

4  Who  was  the  youngest?  A 

B 

C 

5  How  often  are  knighthoods  A 

given  today?  B 

C 


I  |  People  who  protect  the  Queen. 

I  I  People  who  are  born  into  rich 
families. 

I  |  People  who  do  something 
good  for  their  country. 

I  I  A  protective  suit  made  of  metal. 
J  A  knight’s  family  symbol. 

I  I  A  knight’s  jacket. 

I  |  A  battle. 

I  |  A  feast. 

I  |  A  competition. 

I  |  A  squire. 

I]  A  page. 

I  |  A  knight. 

I  |  Once  every  six  months, 
n  Once  a  year. 

I  |  Once  every  two  years. 


^COMPREHENSION  CHECK 

Are  these  sentences  true  (T)  or  false  (F)? 

T  F 

1  Knights  in  the  Middle  Ages  usually  came  from 
important,  wealthy  families. 

2  Squires  taught  pages  how  to  fight. 

3  Today  knighthoods  are  given  by  the  Prime  Minister. 

4  Every  knight  uses  the  title  ‘Sir’. 

5  Knights  aren’t  always  well-known  people. 


^READING  PICTURES 

Look  at  the  pictures  of  modern-day  knights  on  page  80.  Answer 
these  questions: 


•  What  are  they  famous  for? 

•  Why  do  you  think  they  were  knighted? 

•  Can  you  think  of  any  non-famous  people  who  deserve  to  become  knights? 
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EXIT  TEST  1 


^  WORD  GAME 

Read  the  clues  and  write  the  name  of  each  character  in  the  spaces. 
Which  character  do  the  letters  in  the  red  boxes  spell? 

1  I  kidnapped  Joanna  Sedley. 

2  I’m  the  leader  of  the  Band  of  the  Black  Arrow. 

3  I’m  really  Joanna  Sedley. 

4  I’m  a  loyal  friend  of  Ellis  Duckworth. 

5  I  helped  Joanna  and  Richard,  but  Duckworth  killed  me  in  the  end. 

6  I’m  a  religious  man,  but  did  I  kill  Richard’s  father?  Perhaps! 

7  My  parents  died  when  I  was  young.  I  was  disguised  as  John  Matcham. 


i nnnnnnn 

□nnnnn 

2  nnnnnnn 

nrmnnn 

3  nnnnn 

nnnnn 

» nnnnn 

n 

5  nnnn 

nrmnnn 

nnnnnnrm 

1  II  1 

^  nnnn 

nnnnnnn 

^COMPREHENSION  CHECK 

Read  the  sentences  and  find  four  things  which  didn’t  happen  in  the 
story. 

A  Nick  Appleyard  is  killed  with  a  black  arrow. 

B  John  Matcham  escapes  from  Sir  Daniel,  but  his  horse  gets  hurt  in 
the  marsh. 
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C  Richard  and  John  see  some  of  Sir  Daniel’s  men  sitting  around  a 
camp  fire. 

D  Sir  Daniel  takes  Richard  and  John  back  to  his  castle.  He  tells 
Richard  to  sleep  in  the  room  above  the  church. 

E  John  tells  Richard  he  is  really  Joanna  Sedley.  Richard  escapes,  but 
Joanna  is  still  a  prisoner. 

F  Richard  tries  to  rescue  Joanna  from  the  house  by  the  sea,  but  he  fails. 
G  Richard  and  Ellis  Duckworth  put  on  friars’  robes  and  visit  Joanna  at 
Shoreby  Castle. 

H  At  Joanna’s  wedding,  a  black  arrow  kills  Lord  Shoreby. 

I  Richard  rescues  the  Duke  of  Lancaster  and  is  knighted  for  his  bravery. 
J  York  wins  the  battle  at  Shoreby  Castle. 

K  Sir  Daniel  escapes  to  France. 


PLACES  IN  THE  STORY 

Where  did  these  things  happen?  Choose  A,  B  or  C. 


1 

Sir  Oliver  finds  a  note 

A 

|  |  Holywood 

on  the  church  door. 

B 

I  |  Kettley 

C 

|  |  Tunstall 

2 

John  escapes  from 

A 

I  |  Kettley 

Sir  Daniel. 

B 

I  |  Holywood 

C 

I  |  Moat  House  Castle 

3 

Richard  falls  from  the  tower. 

A 

I  |  Moat  House  Castle 

B 

I  |  Shoreby  Castle 

C 

I  |  The  old  church 

4 

Joanna  meets  Lord  Shoreby. 

A 

I  |  Moat  House  Castle 

B 

]  Shoreby-on-the-Till 

C 

I  |  Kettley 

5 

York  wins  the  final  battle 

A 

I  |  Kettley 

against  Lancaster. 

B 

I  |  Moat  House  Castle 

C 

O  Shoreby  Castle 

6 

Joanna  and  Richard  get 

A 

I  |  Moat  House  Castle 

married. 

B 

I  |  Kettley 

C 

I  |  Holywood 

7 

Sir  Daniel  is  killed. 

A 

I  |  On  the  boat  to  France. 

B 

I  |  In  the  forest  near  Holywood. 

C 

1  |  In  the  battle  at  Shoreby  Castle. 
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EXIT  TEST  2 


Answer  the  following  questions  about  the  story. 

1  Why  were  the  villagers  so  angry  with  Richard’s  news  about  the 
battle? 

2  What  did  the  letter  on  the  church  door  say? 

3  Describe  Sir  Daniel. 

4  Where  did  Richard  find  John  Matcham  after  he  left  the  Sun  Inn  in 
Kettley? 

5  What  was  Richard’s  father’s  name? 

6  What  was  Sir  Daniel  wearing  when  Richard  and  John  saw  him  in  the 
forest? 

7  What  important  question  did  Richard  ask  Sir  Daniel  about  his  father? 

8  How  did  Richard  and  Joanna  escape  from  the  room  above  the 
church? 

9  What  adjectives  did  Ellis  Duckworth  use  to  describe  Richard? 

10  What  were  Sir  Daniel  and  Lord  Shoreby  talking  about  near  the  sea? 

11  How  did  Lawless  and  Richard  enter  Sir  Daniel’s  castle  in  Shoreby 
without  anyone  recognising  them? 

12  How  did  they  stop  the  marriage  between  Lord  Shoreby  and  Joanna? 

13  What  happened  when  Richard  took  Ellis  Duckworth’s  message  to  the 
Duke  of  Gloucester? 

14  Did  Ellis  Duckworth  use  all  four  of  the  Black  Arrows? 
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KEY  TO  THE  EXERCISES 


Key  to 

THE  EXERCISES 
AND  EXIT  TESTS 


About  the  Author 

Page  9  -  exercise  1 

1  F  -  he  liked  the  stories  which  his 
father  told  him. 

2  F  -  he  started  studying  engineering 
but  then  he  decided  to  study  law. 

3  F  -  his  wife  was  American. 

4  T 

5  T 

6  F  -  the  warm  weather  helped  him  a 
lot. 

Chapter  ONE 

Page  12  -  exercise  1 

1  village  2  message  3  priest 

Page  12  -  exercise  2 

1  taxes  2  defend  3  loyal 

Page  12  -  exercise  3 
IB  2C  3A 

Page  18  -  exercise  1 

1C  2A  3A  4C  5B  6B  7A  8C 


Page  18  -  exercise  2 

1  handsome  2  angry  3  unfriendly 

4  strange  5  brave  6  honest 

7  dangerous  8  surprised 

Page  19  -  exercise  3 

1C  2G  3E  4D  5B  6A  7F 

Page  19  -  exercise  4 

1  ward  2  bell  3  battle  4  villagers 

5  twenty  6  terrible  7  arrow 

8  message  9  three  10  Hatch 

Chapter  TWO 

Page  20  -  exercise  1 

1  marry  2  wife  3  get  4  marriage 
5  husband  6  good  7  happy  8  money 

Page  20  -  exercise  2 

1  &  2  open  answers  3  He/she  is  asking 
for  directions  to  go  somewhere. 

Page  26  -  exercise  1 
IB  2A  3C  4B  5B 
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Page  26  -  exercise  2 

John  Matcham:  sad,  thin,  young. 

Sir  Daniel  Brackley:  worried,  bald, 
greedy,  evil. 

Richard  Shelton:  brave,  hungry,  thirsty, 
kind. 

Page  27  -  exercise  3 
IE  2D  3A  4B  5F  6C 

Page  27  -  exercise  4 

1  on  2  for  3  about  4  from  5  from 
6  to  7  in  8  with 

The  Wars  of  the  Roses 

Page  28  -  exercise  1 
1C  2A  3B  4D 

Page  28  -  exercise  2 

1  1455  2  1485  3  York  4  Lancaster 
5  king  of  England  6  white  rose  7  red 
rose 

Page  32  -  exercise  1 
1 A  2C  3D  4F  5B  6E 

Chapter  THREE 

Page  33  -  exercise  1 
IE  2A  3D  4C  5B 

Page  34  -  exercise  2 

Open  answer. 

Page  34  -  exercise  3 

1  Lawless  and  Ellis. 

2  They  are  eating  and  talking. 

3  From  a  farmhouse  near  Kettley. 

4  The  Band  of  the  Black  Arrow  has 
many  friends. 

5  He  hears  someone  coming  through 
the  forest. 

6  One  of  Sir  Daniel’s  men. 


Tapescript 

Ellis :  Lawless,  isn’t  that  food  ready  yet? 
Lawless :  Here  you  are  Ellis,  freshly 
cooked  eggs  for  the  first  time  in  a 
month. 

Ellis :  Aaah.  Well  done  Lawless.  Where 
did  you  get  the  eggs  from? 

Lawless :  From  a  farmhouse  near 
Kettley.  Don’t  worry  Ellis,  the  Band  of 
the  Black  Arrow  has  many  friends.  We 
will  not  be  hungry. 

Ellis :  You’re  right  Lawless.  We  have 
many  loyal  friends.  There  are  many 
people  that  hate  Sir  Daniel  Brackley 
and  want  to  help  the  Band.  They  know 
Brackley  is  a  cruel  man. 

Lawless :  Just  look  what  he  did  to  your 
house  Ellis. 

Ellis :  Yes.  My  dear  home  burnt  down  by 
Bennet  Hatch.  Well,  he  will  pay  for  it. 
Lawless :  Listen  Ellis.  Someone’s  coming 
through  the  forest. 

Ellis :  I  think  it  must  be  Daniel  Brackley’s 
men.  Quick  everyone,  Hide  and  get 
ready  to  attack. 

Page  34  -  exercise  4 

1  leader  -  Ellis  Duckworth  2  enemy 
-  Ellis  Duckworth  3  attack  -  Ellis 
Duckworth  4  escape  -  Richard  Shelton 
5  truth  -  Richard  Shelton 

Page  41  -  exercise  1 

GFAEBDC 

Page  41  -  exercise  2 

1C  2B  3A  4A  5B  6C  7B  8A 

Page  42  -  exercise  3 

1G  2H  3A  4C  5D 


Page 

42  -  exercise  4 

1  the 

2a 

3  -  4  a  5  the  6  a 

7  the 

8  an 

9  the 

10a  11  an  12  an 

13a 

14a 

15a 

16  the 
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Chapter  FOUR 

Page  43  -  exercise  1 


2 


3 

M 

0 

0 
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S  E 
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6 

5  000000 

1 

M 
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0 
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E 

U 

E000E 

E 

E 

0 

Page  43  -  exercise  2 

1  Richard  is  in  his  bedroom. 

2  Richard  is  feeling  confused  and  angry. 

3  Open  answer. 

[  Chapter  Four 

Page  49  -  exercise  1 

Richard  and  John  are  now  at  Moat 
House  Castle.  Richard  has  a  lot  of 
questions.  For  example,  he  wants  to 
know  who  killed  his  (1)  brother.  Bennet 
Hatch  tells  Richard  to  be  careful.  He 
also  tells  him  not  to  trust  (2)  John 
Matcham. 

Richard  and  Sir  Daniel  argue.  Sir  Daniel 
thinks  Richard  knows  too  much.  That 
evening,  some  men  take  Richard  to  the 
room  above  the  (3)  old  theatre.  They 
tell  him  it’s  full  of  (4)  mice! 

John  comes  to  Richard’s  room.  He  takes 
off  his  hat,  and  Richard  understands  that 
John  is  really  a  girl!  Her  name  is  Joanna 
Sedley.  They  find  a  secret  trapdoor 
under  (5)  the  bed.  Bennet  Hatch  finds 
them.  (6)  He  doesn’t  help  them 
escape. 

1  father  2  Sir  Daniel  or  Sir  Oliver  3  old 
church  4  ghosts  5  table  6  He  gives 
them  the  key  to  the  door. 


Page  49  -  exercise  2 
IE  2D  3A  4C  5B  6F 
Page  50  -  exercise  3 
1A  2B  3B  4A  5C  6A  7C 
Tapescript 

Joanna :  My  Parents  died  when  I  was 
only  twelve. 

Richard :  How  did  they  die? 

Joanna :  There  was  a  terrible  fire  at  my 
home,  Cromby  Hall 

Richard :  Oh,  how  awful.  What  happened? 
Joanna :  Only  I  escaped  the  fire.  After 
that  Lord  Foxham,  a  good  friend  of  my 
father,  looked  after  me.  Then  one  day, 
Sir  Daniel  invited  us  to  a  party  at  Moat 
House  Castle.  We  went  and  Sir  Daniel 
asked  me  to  stay  for  a  few  weeks.  I 
stayed  but  then  he  didn’t  let  me  leave. 
Richard :  How  did  you  get  away  from  him? 
Joanna :  Lord  Foxham  came  with  his 
soldiers.  He  ordered  Sir  Richard  to  let  me 
go.  Some  years  passed,  Lord  Foxham 
wanted  me  to  marry  Lord  Hamley. 
Richard :  Hamley?  But  why? 

Joanna :  He  was  a  good  friend  of  Lord 
Foxham.  Lord  Foxham  thought  I  would  be 
happy  with  him.  Hamley  was  a  good  man 
but  very  old.  I  didn’t  want  to  marry  him. 
Richard :  Then  what  happened? 

Joanna :  Well,  then  Sir  Daniel  came  one 
day  with  three  of  his  soldiers.  I  was  in 
the  garden  at  Lord  Foxham’s  house 
when  they  came  and  kidnapped  me. 

Page  51  -  exercise  4 

1  ghosts  2  trapdoor  3  corridor 
4  kidnap  5  tower 

Chapter  FlVE 

Page  51  -  exercise  1 
1  rope  2  stone  3  prisoner 
Page  51  -  exercise  2 
IB  2C  3A 

Page  57  -  exercise  1 

IB  2A  3B  4C  5C  6A  7B  8B 
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Page  58  -  exercise  2 


Richard:  brave,  angry,  loyal,  dangerous 
Joanna:  beautiful,  rich,  young 
Lord  Shoreby:  short,  fat,  old,  greedy,  bad 
Sir  Daniel  Brackley:  greedy,  dishonest, 
bad 

Page  58  -  exercise  3 

Dear  Richard, 

I  am  a  prisoner  in  a  house  near  the  sea. 
Brackley  wants  me  to  marry  Shoreby. 
Please  rescue  me.  Be  careful,  my  love. 
Brackley  is  dangerous. 

Joanna 

Ckapter  SlX 

Page  59  -  exercise  1 

1  friar  -  A  religious  man.  He  usually 
lives  with  others  in  a  monastery. 

2  soldier  -  A  man  or  woman  in  the  army. 

3  musician  -  A  person  that  plays  a 
musical  instrument. 

4  merchant  -  Someone  who  buys  and 
sells  things. 

5  lord  -  A  man  who  has  a  high  position 
in  society. 

6  acrobat  -  An  entertainer  who  does 
amazing  tricks  with  his  or  her  body. 

Page  66  -  exercise  1 

1 A  2A  3C  4C  5A  6A  7B  8C 

Page  66  -  exercise  2 

1A  2C  3B  4G  5H  6F  7E  8D 


Page  67  -  exercise  3  1 
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Page  67  -  exercise  4  7  0000 

Open  answer.  D  E 

Page  68  -  exercise  5 

1  went  2  could  3  met  4  was  5  told 
6  put  7  saw  8  came 

Ckapter  SEVEN 

Page  68  -  exercise  1 
IE  2A  3D  4B  5C 
Page  75  -  exercise  1 
BDFHGEAC 

Page  75  -  exercise  2 
1C  2A  3E  4B  5G 
Page  76  -  exercise  3 

If  you  want  to  kill  Oates,  he  is  hiding  at 
the  old  church  near  Ketley. 

Page  76  -  exercise  4 

1  message  2  knight  3  battle 
4  soldiers  5  attack  6  victory 

Page  76  -  exercise  5 

Open  answer. 

Page  77  -  exercise  6 
IHJBKDALGCEF 

Knigkts  and  tke  Knigktkood  Today 

Page  78  -  exercise  1 

IB  2H  3G  4F  5A  6E  7D  8C 

Page  81  -  exercise  1 

1C  2B  3C  4B  5A 

Page  81  -  exercise  2 
IT  2T  3F  4F  5F 
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Page  81  -  exercise  3 

Open  answer. 


KEY  TO  EXIT  TEST  1 


Page  82  -  exercise  1 

1  Daniel  Brackley;  2  Ellis  Duckworth;  3  John  Matcham;  4  Lawless;  5  Bennet 
Hatch;  6  Oliver  Oates;  7  Joanna  Sedley;  Mystery  character:  Richard  Shelton. 

Page  82  -  exercise  2 

C,  G,  I,  K. 

Page  83  -  exercise  3 

1  C;  2  A;  3  A;  4  B;  5  C;  6  C;  7  B. 


KEY  TO  EXIT  TEST  2 


Page  84 

1  Because  many  men  from  the  village  died  in  the  battles  and  their  wives  and 
children  were  hungry.  They  also  paid  high  taxes  to  Sir  Daniel. 

2  It  said  that  there  were  four  black  arrows.  One  killed  Nick  Appleyard,  and  the 
others  were  for  Bennet  Hatch,  Sir  Oliver  Oates  and  Sir  Daniel. 

3  He  was  a  tall  man  of  about  forty.  He  was  bald  with  a  big  nose  and  black  eyes. 
He  was  a  very  greedy  man. 

4  In  the  marsh. 

5  Harry  Shelton. 

6  A  friar’s  robe. 

7  ‘Did  you  kill  my  father?’ 

8  They  went  through  a  trapdoor  and  down  a  long  secret  corridor. 

9  Brave  and  loyal. 

10  Lord  Shoreby’s  marriage  to  Joanna. 

1 1  They  wore  friar’s  robes. 

12  Ellis  Duckworth  and  his  men  killed  Lord  Shoreby  with  a  black  arrow. 

13  Richard  helped  a  young  knight  to  fight  the  soldiers.  He  then  discovered  that  this 
knight  was  the  Duke  of  Gloucester. 

14  No.  He  didn’t  kill  Sir  Oliver  because  he  decided  to  live  in  peace. 
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